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tlBRARl DEEMED POOR IN 
QUAtlT¥, STrW DENTS PROTrESTr 
I n 1930, back when EMU was called 

Michigan State Normal School, its 
first designated library opened. Now known 
as Ford Hall, the Mark Jefferson Library 
served the 2,000 education students who at­
tended the school with over 150,000 volumes. 

Today though, with Eastem's enrollment at 
approximately 26,000 students, the library 
seems more than inadequate. Students are fed 
up with the lack of quality University Library 
exhibits, and they've been trying to do some­
thing about it. In November '92, EMU's stu­
dent government and LIFE (Library Improve­
ment For Eastern) joined forces for a rally at 
the Kiosk. Their goal was to promote aware-
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ness about the state of the library and gather 
student comment forms. The forms, contain­
ing various complaints about the library, were 
presented to Regent Gayle Thomas at an open 
forum in McKenny Union two weeks later. 
'The EMU library is very unorganized and it 

is too small for our student body. If I had 
transportation I would go to U of M. Even my 
hometown library is better than EMU's," said 
Nancy Durisin, Allen Park freshman. 

In 1990, when EMU's enrollment was only 
18,000, research done by the firm Aaron 
Cohen Associates revealed the library did not 
meet national standards. In a summary of the 
research, ACA stated that, among other prob-

!ems, The University library was inadequate in 
space, service, and environmental issues. It 
also stated the library was outdated and could 
not serve EMU students sufficiently. In the 
years since then, few efforts have been made to 
correct those problems. 

A more recent report from the 1992-93 
American Library Directory listed EMU last 
in the ratings of the nine Mid-American Con­
ference universities according to the number 
of volumes per student. EMU falls dramati­
cally short of the MAC average of 6 1.8 vol­
umes per student, with a mere 23.75 per stu­
dent. 

-Jeanne Ehimger 

above:Former Jefferson Library, now Ford Hall, provided students with information until the mid 
1950s when it was upgraded to the current library. 
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above.Today, EMU's library is the main source for 

students' complaints and headacheo for not providing 
enough information. 

above: Looking back, Michigan Smte Normal 
School provided students with mote knowledge 

and information than that of today',; library. 

left:Student Government hosts a rally to voice 
student opinions about the lack of sources 

available to EMU students. 
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REGIS1RA110N 
MODIFIED BV PHONE 
O ver the years, students registering for 

classes have been offered an array of 
registration techniques at EMU. These tech­
niques have brought many improvements and 
are currently being perfected. 

"Welcome to the EMU Touch Tone Infor­
mation Center, if yol! are calling from a Touch 
Tone phone, please press one." This current 
technique is being used as EMU's latest reg­
istration process. 

The computer-generated voice gives stu­
dents explicate details of which numbers to 
press on the phone to register for classes for the 
upcoming semester. 
Through the years, EMU has offered students 

various methods to register for classes. In the 
beginning, EMU assigned students the classes 
that were needed for their major. By assigning 
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courses, students had a uniform schedule de­
pending on the major they were seeking. 

Other procedures offered and have not met 
up to the standards of EMU include mail-in 
registration, personal walk-in registration and 
assigned registration. 

Recently, such drudgery as waiting in long 
lines at the old registration office at Briggs 
Hall, to trying to get on a computer at Pierce 
Hall to type in classes needed for registration 
plagued students. These have all been ex­
panded upon with EMU's current registration 
technique, the phone-in registration process. 
Problems students have thus far encountered 

while registering for classes have been disap­
pointment by being told by the lady on the 
other end of the receiver that, "this class is 
closed," "this course is no longer offered," 

"due to a financial hold no classes will be 
processed," or the most infamous - "You 
have exceeded the given amount of time for 
registering, please call back later." 
"People should be able to have access to the 

main computer system all the time, so they can 
see what is available, instead of waiting to call 
back at the given time," said Janice Baker, 
Ohio senior. 

With every registration process EMU has 
offered, each has come with its problems and 
has gradually been improved over the years. 

-Jennifer Maxwell 

above:Bowen Field House was a step in the registration process, where students used the 
process of colored coded cards that corresponded with students' courses. 



above: Before building new Pierce Hall, the 

old Pierce Hall housed registration as well as 

many other campus departments. 

' 

above:Students in the early I 980s registered by 

the card filing technique, a method that quickly 

came to a halt. 

left Standing outside Pierce Hall waiting in long 

lines to register for classe is sort of a tradition 

EMU still upholds today. 
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QFrFrERS CHOICES 
College life takes on many forms depend­
ing where you're living it from. Here at 
Eastern , students have many different 
choices of residence, both on and off campus. 
Each choice provides a distinct view of the 
university. 
The most common on-campus housing op­

tions are EMU's thirteen residence halls. 
According to Housing and Dining, 3,800 
students call these halls home. Residence 
halls have much to offer in terms of commu­
nity and convenience. Many long lasting 
friendships have been formed between 
roommates and neighbors. All dorms are 
within walking distance of classes and fa-
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cilities. On the flip side of residence living, are 
the many complaints received from students 
living on campus. Roommate problems are 
not uncommon, crime is always an issue, and 
getting any part of your room repaired can be 
a hairsplitting hassle. 

Fraternity and sorority life is also another 
option for Eastern students. There are approxi­
mately 1,800 greeks attending EMU, and a 
number of them live in their fraternity or 
sorority houses. 

For those students who prefer to Ii ve more on 
their own but still like the convenience of on­
campus housing, the Brown-Munson complex 
provides 203 apartments for single students. 
Many of the complex's residents are older, 

single students who are not into the younger 
residence hall scene. 

For married students with or without fami­
lies, EMU provides on-campus married 
housing. Cornell Courts, Pine Grove and West 
View apartments all provide convenient, 
comfortable and affordable living within a 
family atmosphere. Approximately 445 stu­
dents elect this housing option. 

The majority of EMU's students commute 
from Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor and nearby sub­
urbs. They enjoy the comforts and ultra­
affordability of home while receiving an EMU 
education. 

-Jeanne Ehinger 

Echo Files 

above: Residents of the Illiad apartment complex enjoy the feeling of having their own back yard. 
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