











and control, with each node of a network densely interconnected with other nodes of the

same network, but not with other networks. He added that “Consciousness appears to
break down the modularity of these networks, as we observed a broad increase in
functional connectivity between these networks with awareness.”This study suggests that
consciousness is likely a product of this widespread communication, and that we can only
report things we see once they are being represented in the brain in this manner. The
authors state that “no one part of the brain is truly the ‘seat of the soul,” as René
Descartes once wrote in a hypothesis about the pineal gland, but rather, consciousness
appears to be an emergent property of how information that needs to be acted upon gets
propagated throughout the brain.” Godwin (2015) adds that humans don’t experience
separate visual and auditory worlds, but rather it’s all integrated into a single conscious

experience through widespread cross-network communication.

The black dots correspond to the 264 areas of the cerebral cortex that the
researchers probed, and the lines correspond to the increased strength of
the functional connections between each of these brain areas when subjects
consciously perceive the target. The "hotter" colors are associated with stronger
connections. This figure illustrates that awareness of the target corresponds to
widespread increase in the strength of functional connections (Godwin, Barry,
Marois, 2015).

Conclusion




