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EASTERN MICIDGAN UNIVERSITY 

SPRING COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

Sunday, April 25, 1999 
Convocation Center 

lOA.M. 

SCRIPT 



EAS1ERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

SPRING COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
Sunday, April 25, 1999 

Convocation Center 

Assemble by 9:30 am. Procession begins at 9:45 am. Ceremony begins at 10 am. 
President: William E. Shelton 
Speaker: Governor John Engler 
Grand Marshal: Pat Ryan 
Marshals ofFaculty: Gian Mario Besana, Michael Harris 
Marshals of Graduates: Charles Anderson, Marilyn Bon em, John Knapp, Raymond 

Rosenfeld, Leonas Sabaliwias, Joanna Scott, Silvia von Kluge, 
Stewart Work 

Music: 

Readers: 

Color Guard: 
Signer: 

The EMU Symphonic Concert Winds 
Max Plank, Conductor 
Vocalist, Glenda Kirkland 
Dennis Beagen, Gary Evans, James Holoka, Sally 
McCracken, Mary Ann Watson 
Anny ROTC 
Jeffrey Pluta 

Doors to the Convocation Center will be open at 8:45 am. 

Faculty use the main or side entrance and proceed to the lower level and assemble in the training room, 
forming the procession line at 9:30 am. 

Bachelor's degree and honor students use the main or side entrance and proceed to the lower level and 
assemble in the gymnasium. 

Graduate certificate, master's and specialist's students use the main or side entrance and proceed to the 
lower level and assemble in the room to the left, at the end of the steps. 

Candidates for graduation, in academic dress, will form a processional line at 9:45 a.m. and proceed into 
the arena. 

Platform participants use the main entrance and proceed to the lower level and assemble in the men's and 
women's basketball locker rooms. Platform participants include President, Speaker, Grand Marshal, 
Regents, Cabinet, Deans, Vocalist, Readers and Signer. 

Handicapped seating for wheelchairs has been built into the Convocation Center on the main level as you 
enter the arena from the lobby. A reserved section is designated for guests with a handicap who do not 
require a wheelchair, as well as guests with a hearing impairment, where a signer will be posted. Please 
contact the Convocation Center Ticket Office at 734.487.2282 for additional information. 

Public Parking is available at the Convocation Center, across the street from the Convocation Center, 
Cleary College, the Regional Career Training Center and St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. All other EMU lots 
also will be open for parking. Shuttle service is provided at these locations and, on the main campus, at 
Oakwood and Mayhew and beside the Eastern Eateries. 

Questions regarding student records pertaining to graduation should be directed to Undergraduate 
Graduation Audit at 734.487.4203, and Graduate Graduation Audit at 734.487.0093. 

ALL GUESTS MUST HA VE A TICKET TO BE ADMITIED. GRADUATES ARE ENTITLED TO 
SIX (6) TICKETS EACH. 
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 1999 PROCESSIONAL AT 9:45 AM. 

PROCESSIONAL 

Ryan (Mace) Right-Row 2 
-Color Guard-
Marshals of the Graduates 

Main Floor Anderson Sabaliunas 
Bonern Scott Main Floor 
Knapp von Kluge 
Rosenfeld Work 

Specialist's 
Graduate Certificates 
Master's 
Bachelor's 

Marshals of the Faculty 
Main Floor Besana Hanis Main Floor 
Main Floor Faculty Main Floor 

Fish Right-Row 3 
Boone Right-Row 3 
Dahl Right-Row 3 
King Right-Row 3 
Harden Right-Row 3 

Left-Row 3 Beagen McCracken Left-Row 3 
Left-Row 3 Evans Watson Left-Row 3 
Left-Row 3 Holoka 

Right-Row 2 Tack Holkeboer Left-Row 2 
Right-Row 2 Moeller Kirkland Left-Row 2 
Right-Row 2 Loppnow Peoples Left-Row 2 

Left-Front Pluta 
Right-Row 2 McKanders 
Right-Row I Reid-Charter 
Left-Row 2 Doyle-Keys 
Right-Row I Smith-Colors 
Left-Row I Collins-Book 
Right-Row I McAnuff-Seal 

Right-Row I Stephens Griffin Left-Row I 
Right-Row I Pursell Thomas Left-Row I 
Right-Row I Antonini Incarnati Left-Row I 

Left-Row I Engler 

Left-Row I Shelton 

"Right" means Stage Right, "Left" means Stage Left. 



SPRING COMMENCEMENT 
Sunday, April 25, 1999, 10 A.M. 

Convocation Center 

STAGE SEATING CHART 

Mace Table 
Row 1 Row2 Row3 

Reid 

Smith Ryan Fish 

STAGE RIGHT McAnuff Tack Boone 

Stephens Moeller Dahl 

Pursell Loppnow King 

Antonini McKanders Harden 

LECTERN 

Shelton Doyle Watson 

Engler Kirkland McCracken 

STAGE LEFT lncarnati Holkeboer Holoka 

Thomas Peoples Evans 

Griffin Beagen 

Collins 

Row 1 Row2 Row3 

Pluta (signer) 



Eastern Michigan University 
COMMENCEMENT SCRIPT 

Sunday, April 25, 1999 

Convocation Center 

9:45 a.m. PROCESSIONAL 
(University Symphonic Winds) 

GRAND MARSHAL PAT RYAN enters center aisle, ascends stage, turns 

left and remains standing beside the table at the front of the stage holding the 

mace. When the procession is over, the Grand Marshal places the mace on 
the table, goes to her chair and remains standing. 

COLOR GUARD enters center aisle, ascends stage, splits and posts flags. 

PLATFORM PARTICIPANTS enter center aisle, ascend stage and remain 
standing in front of their chairs. PRESIDENT SHEL TON enters and 
assumes the lectern. 

PRESIDENT SHELTON:GOVERNOR ENGLER,MEMB ERS OFTHE 

BOARD OF REGENTS, DISTINGUISHED FACULTY, 

GRADUATES, PARENTS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS, 

WELCOME TO EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY'S 1999 

SPRING COMMENCEMENT DURING THIS OUR 

SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR AS AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER 

LEARNING. (Pause) PLEASE JOIN GLENDA KIRKLAND, 

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC, IN SINGING OUR NATIONAL 

ANTHEM. PROFESSOR KIRKLAND WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 

BY THE UNIVERSITY SYMPHONIC CONCERT WINDS, 

CONDUCTED BY PROFESSOR MAX PLANK. 
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RECOMMENDS THEM FOR SPECIALIST'S DEGREES, 

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES AND MASTER'S DEGREES. I 

PRESENT THEM TO YOU NOW FOR THE CONFERRING OF 

DEGREES. 

REGENT THOMAS: INASMUCH AS YOU HA VE BEEN 

24 

RECOMMENDED BY THE FACULTY, CONTINGENT UPON 

COMPLETION OF.ALL REQUIREMENTS, AND BY VIRTUE OF 

THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE BOARD OF 

REGENTS OF EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY AND THE 

STATE OF MICHIGAN, I CONFER UPON YOU THE DEGREE 

OR CERTIFICATE TO WHICH YOU ARE ENTITLED WITH ALL 

THE RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

PERTAINING THERETO. PLEASE COME FORWARD TO 

RECEIVE YOUR DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES. 

(Dean Holkeboer is seated. Regent Thomas and Dean Fish go down the 
stairs to presentation stage left. Regent Antonini and Dr. Tack go down the 
stairs to presentation stage right. Two of the readers go down the stairs to 
microphones left and right. Candidates are led to the stage by the marshals 
of the students. Candidates present their name card to the reader who reads 
the name of the candidate. Dean Fish hands Regent Thomas, and Dr. Tack 
hands Regent Antonini, the diplomas for the students. Regents Thomas and 
Antonini shake the hands of students and hand them their diplomas. When 
all Specialist's, Certificate and Master's candidates have walked across the 
stage, all presenters are seated and Provost Collins assumes the lectern.) 



PROVOST COLLINS: AT EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, WE 

WORK VERY HARD TO CREATE AN "HONORS 

ENVIRONMENT" THAT WILL MAXIMIZE OUR STUDENTS' 

CHANCES FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THE UNIVERSITY 

HONORS PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED TO ATTRACT 

ACADEMICALLY-GIFTED STUDENTS TO THE UNIVERSITY 

AND TO PROVIDE THEM WITH SPECIAL INTELLECTUAL 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCEL. 

SEVENTY-FOUR STUDENTS ARE GRADUATING FROM THE 

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM THIS SEMESTER. IN 

ADDITION TO COMPLETING THEIR UNDERGRADUATE 

REQUIREMENTS WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE, THESE STUDENTS ALSO HAVE UNDERTAKEN 

THE SPECIAL CHALLENGE OF HONORS WORK WHICH 

INCLUDES A MAJOR PROJECT, THE SENIOR HONORS 

THESIS. 

AT THIS TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM. 

25 



WILL THE GRADUATES FROM THIS PROGRAM PLEASE 

STAND AND BE RECOGNIZED. (Pause) PLEASE BE SEATED. 
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ALSO, WE WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THOSE 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS WHO ARE GRADUATING 

WITH ACADEMIC HONORS. STUDENTS GRADUATING CUM 

LAUDE, PLEASE RISE. (Pause) THESE STUDENTS HA VE 

ATTAINED A 3.5 TO 3.69 GRADE POINT AVERAGE. PLEASE 

BE SEATED. (Pause) STUDENTS GRADUATING MAGNA CUM 

LAUDE, PLEASE RISE. (Pause) THESE STUDENTS HA VE 

ATTAINED A 3.7 TO 3.89 GRADE POINT AVERAGE. PLEASE 

BE SEATED. (Pause) STUDENTS GRADUATING SUMMA CUM 

LAUDE, PLEASE RISE. (Pause) THESE STUDENTS HA VE 

ATTAINED A 3.9 TO A PERFECT 4.0 GRADE POINT AVERAGE. 

PLEASE BE SEATED. (Pause) 

EIGHT MEMBERS OF THIS GRADUATING CLASS HA VE 

COMPLETED THE REQUIRED COURSES IN MILITARY 

SCIENCE AND THROUGH THE R.O.T.C. HA VE BEEN 

SELECTED FOR COMMISSIONS AS SECOND LIEUTENANTS 

IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES. THEIR 



NAMES ARE NOTED IN THE COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM. 

WILL THE R.O.T.C. GRADUATES PLEASE STAND AND BE 

RECOGNIZED. (Pause) PLEASE BE SEATED. (Pause) 

THE BACHELOR'S DEGREES WILL BE CONFERRED BY 

REGENTS STEPHENS AND GRIFFIN, AND VICE PRESIDENTS 

DOYLE, MC ANUFF, REID AND SMITH, ASSISTED BY THE 

DEANS AND ACADEMIC OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY. 

(Regent Stephens approaches the lectern and stands slightly behind the 
lectern on stage right. Regent Griffin approaches the lectern and stands 
slightly behind the lectern on stage left. Vice Presidents Doyle, McAnuff, 
Reid and Smith stand at their chairs.) 
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WILL THE CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR'S DEGREE 

PLEASE RISE. (Pause. Candidates rise.) REGENT STEPHENS, IT 

IS INDEED A HIGH HONOR AND DISTINCT PRIVILEGE, ON 

BEHALF OF THE FACULTY OF EASTERN MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY, TO PRESENT TO YOU THE MEMBERS OF THE 

UNDERGRADUATE CLASS OF 1999 FOR THE CONFERRING 

OF THE BACCALAUREATE DEGREES TO WHICH THEY ARE 

APPROPRIATELY ENTITLED. 

(Provost Collins steps back. Regent Stephens assumes the lectern.) 
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REGENT STEPHENS: INASMUCH AS YOU HA VE BEEN 

RECOMMENDED BY THE FACULTY, CONTINGENT UPON 

COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

BACHELOR'S DEGREE, AND BY VIRTUE OF THE 

AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

OF EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY AND THE STATE OF 

MICHIGAN, I CONFER UPON YOU THE BACHELOR'S 

DEGREE TO WHICH YOU ARE ENTITLED WITH ALL OF THE 

RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES PERTAINING 

THERETO. PLEASE COME FORWARD TO RECEIVE THE 

DIPLOMA APPROPRIATE TO THE DEGREE WHICH HAS BEEN 

CONFERRED UPON YOU AS YOU ARE DIRECTED BY THE 

MARSHALS. 

(Regent Stephens and Dean Fish go to presentation stage right. Regent 
Griffin and Dean King go to presentation stage left. All others are seated. 
Two of the readers go to the microphones stage left and stage right. 
Candidates are led to the stage one row at a time by the marshals. 
Candidates present their name cards to the readers who read the name and 
any honors listed on the card of the candidates. Readers please read 
University academic honors only -not program or college designations. 
Please read, where appropriate, summa cum laude, magna cum laude and 
cum laude. After the candidates receive their diplomas, they return to their 
seats where they remain standing until their entire row has returned, 
whereupon the marshals give the signal to be seated.) 
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(Dean Fish hands Regent Stephens and Dean King hands Regent Griffin the 
diplomas for the students. Regents Stephens and Griffin shake the students' 
hands and give them their diplomas.) 

(About one-fourth of the way through the Bachelor candidates, Vice 
President Doyle and Dean Harden will relieve Regent Stephens and Dean 
Fish, and Provost Collins and Dean Boone will relieve Regent Griffin and 
Dean King.) 

(About one-halfway through the Bachelor candidates, Vice President 
McAnuff and Dr. Moeller will relieve Vice President Doyle and Dean 
Harden, and Vice President Smith and Dean Peoples will relieve Provost 
Collins and Dean Boone.) 

(About three-fourths of the way through the Bachelor candidates, Dean Dahl 
and Dr. Tack will relieve Vice President McAnuff and Dr. Moeller, and Vice 
President Reid and Dr. Loppnow will relieve Vice President Smith and Dean 
Peoples.) 

(When all Bachelor's candidates have walked across the stage, all presenters 
are seated and Regent Pursell assumes the lectern.) 

REGENT PURSELL: ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

AND THE CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, I WISH TO 

CONGRATULATE THE GRADUATES AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

WE ARE PROUD OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND LOOK 

FORWARD TO YOUR FUTURE SUCCESS AS PROFESSIONALS 

AND LEADERS IN THE FIELDS REPRESENTED BY YOUR 

DEGREES. WE HOPE YOU HA VE HAD THE BEST POSSIBLE 

EXPERIENCE AS STUDENTS AT EASTERN MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY, AND WE ENCOURAGE YOUR CONTINUED 



INVOL VE:rvIENT WITH YOUR ALMA MATER. BE PROUD OF 

YOURSELVES TODAY AND CARRY EASTERN MICHIGAN 

PRIDE WITH YOU AL WAYS. CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN. 

30 

(Regent Pursell returns to his seat. President Shelton assumes the lectern.) 

PRESIDENT SHELTON: ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE 

UNIVERSITY, I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE 

GRADUATES AND THANK THE PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 

SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF THE GRADUATES FOR THE 

ENCOURAGE:rvIENT, GUIDANCE AND LOVE WHICH HA VE 

SUPPORTED THESE WOMEN AND :rvIEN WHILE THEY 

PURSUED THEIR DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES. (Pause) 

COMMENCE:rvIENT IS A TIME FOR ENDING ONE PERIOD OF 

YOUR LIFE AND A TI:rvIE FOR BEGINNING A NEW PHASE. 

COMMENCE:rvIENT IS A TIME FOR CELEBRATION. AS YOU 

GRADUATE, I SINCERELY HOPE YOU WILL TAKE WITH 

YOU THE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING REQUIRED 

TO EXCEL IN OUR MODERN AND COMPLEX WORLD. WE 

TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND WISH YOU 

ALL SUCCESS IN THE FUTURE. 



WE WILL CONCLUDE THIS COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

WITH OUR ALMA MATER, OUR PLEDGE, LED BY 

PROFESSOR GLENDA KIRKLAND. THE WORDS MAY BE 

FOUND IN THE BACK OF YOUR PROGRAM. FOLLOWING 

THE ALMA MATER, WE REQUEST THAT YOU REMAIN IN 

YOUR SEATS UNTIL THE RECESSIONAL IS COMPLETED. 

(Pause) 

PLEASE RISE. (Pause) PROFESSOR KIRKLAND. 

(President Shelton returns to his seat and remains standing. Professor 
Kirkland assumes the lectern.) 

PROFESSOR KIRKLAND: EASTERN, SACRED ALMA MATER, TO 

YOUR NAME WE SHALL BE TRUE, EVER MARCHING ON TO 

VICTORY, WE'LL STAND BY TO SEE YOU THROUGH. 

SOFTLY FLOATING ON THE BREEZE, VERDANT GREEN 

WITH WHITE OF SNOW, THIS OUR BANNER WE WILL 

CARRY IN OUR HEARTS WHERE'ER WE GO. 

(Professor Kirkland returns to her chair and remains standing. Participants 
replace caps. Wait until the Grand Marshal and Color Guard are in place. 
Recessional is led by the Grand Marshal, followed by the Color Guard and 
then the President leading participants in reverse order of the processional. 
Return to the Men's and Women's Locker Rooms where you may remove 
your robes.) 

RECESSIONAL 
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