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Syring Commencement 2010 

:Eastern 'Michigan rilniversity 
Yysi(anti, �ichi3an 

E tabli hed by the tate of Michigan in 1849 to educate teacher , Eastern Michigan Univer ity wa founded as Michigan State ormal 
School and wa the fir t such college we t of the Allegheny Mountains. It became ichigan State I ormal College in 1 99 and then Ea t
ern Michigan College in 1956. With the e tabli hment of everal colleges and a graduate chool, EMU attained univer ity tatu in 1959. 

The Univer ity became a doctoral-granting in titution in March 1991, when it wa authorized to offer a doctorate in educational leader-
hip. The inaugural cla of 10 student was admitted in the fall of that year and produced it fir t doctoral graduate in April 1994. 1n 

addition to educational leader hip, the Univer ity now offer a Ph.D. in clinical p ychology; technology; and educational tudie . 

The Univer ity, which ha a current enrollment of more than 23,000 students, comprise the college of Arts and Science , Busines , 
Education, Health and Human Service , Technology, and Honor ; Graduate School; Uruver ity Library; and Extended Program and 
Educational Outreach. 



'University 'Mission 
Eastern Michigan University i committed to excellence in teaching through traditional and innovative approache , the extension 
of knowledge through basic and applied re earch, and creative and arti tic expression. Building on a proud tradition of national 
leadership in the preparation of teachers, we maximize educational opportunitie and per onal and professional growth for 
tudent from diver e backgrounds through an array of baccalaureate, master's, MFA, specialist and doctoral program . We strive 

to provide a student-focused learning enviromnent that enhances the live of students and positively impact the community. 
We extend our commitment beyond the campu boundarie to the wider community through service initiatives, and public and 
private partner hips of mutual interest addre ing local, regional, national and international opportunities and challenges. 

1nstitutiona[ Va[ues 
Eastern Michigan University's mission and philosophy are built upon hared values that define and nouri h the intellectual, 
ethical and aesthetic environment. The e values are: 

• Teaching and Learning 
■ Excellence 
■ Human Dignity and Respect 
■ Diversity 
■ Scholarship and lntellectual Freedom 
■ Public Engagement 
■ Leadership and Participatory Deci ion-Making 
• Integrity 

§uidin8 Princi_p(es 
The following guiding principle provide standards the Univer ity eeks to achieve: 

■ Accessibility 
• Relevancy 
■ Re ponsiveness (to change) 
■ Flexibility 
• Quality 
■ Collaboration 
• Accountability 
■ Affordability 
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1l 'lv1.essa8e from the President ----

On behalf of Eastern Michigan University
1 
I welcome you here 

today, this day, one of the signature moments in your life. I re
member that instant when I walked in cap and gown to receive 
my fir t degree. How thrilling it was for me and for my parents 
too - they did not have the chance to earn a college degree them
selves. 

I was a first generation college student, as many of you are. 
Others who will receive their degree today share a strong family 
legacy and join generations of EMU graduates - grandparents, 
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters. 

Whatever life path ha brought you here, it is an exciting 
moment as you walk across the stage, take your diploma and 
launch your future. Let me tell you a little secret. Each commence-

Susan W. 'Martin 

ment is also a profound and important moment for a president and our faculty and staff. We 
know how hard you have worked, and we are overjoyed to watch the culmination of your effort. 
We look forward to all you will do with your education! 

At thi moment, at this time, the value of a college degree is more important than ever before. 
Your EMU diploma is not only a meaningful credential, it is the foundation on which you will 
build a fulfilling career and offer many contributions to your community and state. 

So to all the graduates, families and friends who join us here today: Take pause to celebrate this 
important mile tone. Stroll the campus as you remember all the generations of EMU graduates 
who have made ignificant contribution to our tate and our world. You have earned your place 
among the Univer ity's proud alumni family, more than 150,000 strong. And I know your future 
accompli hment will continue to shine a bright light on your alma mater. 

Congratulation ! 

Su an Martin, Ph.D. 
President 
Ea tern Michigan University 
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The University Mace 
Historically, the mace was a battle 
club used by men on horseback to 

injure footmen. With the passage of 
time, however, it became a symbol of 

learning and power. 
Constructed of sterling silver, gold
plated brass and paduak, a wood 
resembling mahogany, the mace 

carries the symbols of each area of 
the University: the arts and sciences, 
business, education, health and hu

man services, and technology. 
The University mace {above) was 

designed and constructed by 
Mark Hall, who earned his bachelor's 
degree in art from Eastern Michigan 

University and completed 
requirements for his master's degree 

in fine arts at the Cranbrook Art 
Academy. 

1lcademic Procession ana Sym6ofs 
The academic procession preceding the commencement ceremony is the direct 
de cendant of ecclesiastical procession , which included a tately and orderly 
movement of celebrant to the place of sacred ceremony. A the church was 
for centurie the main force behind intellectual enrichment, the religious over
tones of the academic procession are not surprising. 

The proces ion begins with the University mace, a symbol of authority of 
the President and the Board of Regents ( ee description and photo at left). 
The mace represents the golden flame of learning and is carried by the grand 
marshal, who i chosen on the basis of service to the University. Distingui hed 
faculty lead their colleague . The charter represents the original academic 
design of the University. The keys represent permission to enter and employ 
the Univer ity's resource for the advancement of knowledge. The colors 
symbolize a heraldic representation of the Univer ity. The chief academic 
officer carries the book repre en ting knowledge, the source of wisdom. The 
medallion worn by the president repre ents the distinguished office of the 
University's leader. 

All undergraduates wear gowns of the same color. The color of the hoods 
ignify the different graduate degrees. The custom of wearing gowns, or 

robe , stems from the time when all students of higher learning were mem
bers of the clergy and wore garments that the church considered appropriate. 
The wearing of caps dates from early Roman hi tory. The mortar board may 
be a combination of tight-fitting caps worn indoor by the scholars in the 
Middle Age and the soft biretta worn outdoors. The tuft of the early cap has 
been replaced by a tassel. The green and white ta sel worn by the graduates 
represents the colors of Eastern Michigan Univer ity. 

Meaning of hood colors of academic dress: 
White Arts and ciences 
Drab 
Light blue 
Citron 
Gold 
Purple 
Green, white and blue 

Bu iness 
Education 
Health and human services 
Technology 
Specialist's 
Doctoral 
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