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Broadway star Ben Vereen is Thelma McAndless professor; will help
bring play about Tuskegee Airmen to life
History and acting helped Ben Vereen get noticed in 1977 when he portrayed Chicken
George in the epic miniseries "Roots." Some 28 years later, the nationally-known
Broadway star is using the same tools to teach Eastern Michigan University students
while working on a show about African-American aviators and the Tuskegee Ainnen
who, in the 1940s, became America's first black military airmen.
The play, with the working title "Soaring on Black Wings," is scheduled to premiere at
EMU May 5. Perfonnances will run through May 8 at the Quirk Theatre. Time_; and
prices will be announced.
The collaboration is part of Vereen's duties
as the M. Thelma McAndless Distinguished
Professor in Humanities.
The McAndless chair, established in 1985,
rotates among departments at the
University and is offered to an individual
with a national or international reputation
in various arts and humanities who can
bring a new perspective, knowledge and
experience to students.
Vereen said he looks forward to helping
pass his expertise in theatre on to another
generation. He previously has worked with
college students in Arizona.
"I feel very blessed to be asked to work
with Eastern Michigan University and its
students, and this play is going to be
brilliant," said Vereen. 'Toe arts are very
important to me. They are the core of our
culture. No civilization is without the arts.
Even in the Bible, God created. He didn't
manufacture."

-·

More on this story...
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VEREEN VISIT: Tony Award-winner Ben
Vereen is Eastern Michigan University's
M. Thelma McAndless Distinguished
Professor in Humanities. He will help
the EMU Theatre bring the world
premiere play, "Soaring on Black
Wings" to campus. The play will
chronicle real-life stories of the
Tuskegee Airmen.
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Broadway star Ben Vereen Is
Thelma McAndless professor;
will help bring play about
Tuskegee Airmen to life
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History and acting helped Ben Vereen get noticed in 1977 when he
portrayed Chicken George in the epic miniand the series "Roots." Some
28 years later, the nationally-known Broadway star is using the same
tools to teach Eastern Michigan University students while worldng on a
show about African-American aviators and the Tuskegee Airmen who, in
the 1940s, became America's first black military airmen.
The play, with the working title "Soaring on Black Wings," is scheduled to
premiere at EMU May 5. Performances will run through May 8 a t the Quirk
Theatre. Times and prices will be announced.
The collaboration is part of Vereen's duties as the M. Thelma McAndless
Distinguished Professor in Humanities.
The McAndless
chair, established
in 1985, rotates
among
departments at
the University
and is offered to
an individual with
a national or
international
reputation in
various arts and
humanities who
can bring a new
perspective,
knowledge and
experience to
students.
Vereen said he
looks forward to
helping pass his
expertise in
theatre on to
another
generation. He
previously has
worked with
college students
in Arizona.

CENTER STAGE: Broadway veteran Ben Vereen
(right) talks with Eastern Michigan Un versity
theatre students and Ken Stephens, managing
director of EMU Theatre, about his career. Vereen,
the Thelma McAndless Distinguished Professor in
Humanities, will help develop the play, "Soaring
on Black Wings," when he returns to campus in
April. The play will depict real-life stories of
African-American aviators.

"I feel very blessed to be asked to work with Eastern Michigcn University
and its students, and this play is going to be brilliant," said \iereen. "The
arts are very important to me. They are the core of our cultLre. No
civilization is without the arts. Even in the Bible, God createc. He didn't
manufacture."
Ken Stevens, director of EMU theatre, said he knew the 2004' McAndless
position was open and he felt Ben Vereen would be a wonde-ful
collaborator. Not knowing Vereen nor anyone connected with him,
Stevens wrote a letter inviting the actor to EMU. Vereen aa:epted and
will be on campus in April.
"He was excited about the idea of developing a piece of theatre that
would focus on the achievements of African-American aviatcrs," Stevens
said of Vereen.
"He has a distinguished career and is one of the leading actors, dancers

and entertainers in the country. He is going to be talking about a
wonderful generation of people who did great things, especially
African-Americans who were able to achieve their dreams against great
adversity," said Stevens. "We're very honored and excited to be doing
this (working with Vereen)."
Live audiences are Vereen's first love, so the Tony Award-winner will be
performing and narrating in the play. Vereen also will be helping develop
the script, which will be new territory for him, said Stevens.
As the McAndless professor, Vereen will speak to music, dan::e and
African-American studies classes about his thoughts and ideas on various
topics.
Vereen said he is aware that most of the students he will be working with
are not old enough to know about "Roots."
"When you are from the dinosaur era, they (students) don't know you,
but have heard about you," said Vereen, 58.
EMU senior and theatre arts major Phil Park, 21, did know about Vereen
and recently had the opportunity to meet and hear the Broadway veteran
discuss his vision of the upcoming show.
Vereen envisions the setting of the play to be a USO dance hall, said
Park, and he would like to focus on the women from Tuskegee as viewed
by the men, As the vocal coach of the play, Park will help the actors learn
the lineup of 1940s songs.
"It's an amazing and huge honor to have someone from our craft come to
campus," said Park, a resident of Ann Arbor.
Vereen will be working with Stevens and professor Wallace Bridges, both
of the communication and theatre arts department at EMU.
Stevens and Bridges are researching and writing a script that will tell
real-life stories of Tuskegee Airmen, many of whom currently live in the
Detroit area.
The play also will feature famous aviators such as Bessie Ccleman, a
black female from Chicago who, in 1919, wanted to fly a plane. She went
to France and, in 1921, was the first female to receive an international
pilot's license.
"That was four years before Amelia Earhart and only 18 years after the
Wright brothers flew," said Stevens.
Since 1965 when he made his stage debut in an off-Broadway production
of "The Prodigal Son," Vereen has accumulated a list of milestones.
In 1971, he received a Tony Award nomination for "Jesus O,rist
Superstar" and, the following year, he won a Tony Award as the leading
player in the stage musical "Pippin."
In 1977, he received an Emmy nomination for his Chicken George
performance in "Roots" and went on to star in the ABC television series,
"Tenspeed and Brown shoe" and "Webster."
Vereen's 2005 schedule includes a performance with the Air Force Band,
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line concerts and the Broadway play "Wicked."
Vereen received the NAACP Image Award in 1978, 1979 and 2003. In
2001, the Medgar Evers College created the Ben Vereen Scholarship for
the Performing Arts and, in 2004, he received an Achievenient in
Excellence Award from his alma mater, LaGuardia High School in New
York, more commonly known as the High School of the Performing Arts.
He also lectures on overcoming adversity, arts in education and
African-American history, and is in the process of writing an
autobiography.
While Vereen has accomplished much in his career, he is always
interested in new and different opportunities such as coming to EMU and
collaborating on "Soaring on Black Wings."

"I hope it (the EMU play) has legs and goes on to Broadway or film," said
Vereen.
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Congress to Campus
program gives
students inside
glimpse of politics
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In the aftem,ath of November's presidential election, most politically active
Americans were bitterly divided into categories of "red" and "blue." But the two
political parties will blend those two colors together in a program sponsored by
Eastern Michigan University's political science department.
Fom,er congressmen Michael Forbes (D-N.Y.) and Dan Miller (R-Fla.) will viist EMU
Feb. 3-4 as part of the second Congress to campus program. The program gives
students and the university community th eopportunity to get the "real deal" from
politicians, while also helping students to get involved in public service.
''This is not the standard "textbook" version of the political
process; this is the real story from those who were on the inside
during some of Congress's most tumultuous years," said Jeff
Bernstein, associate professor of political science and EMU's
Congress to campus program coordinator.
The two-day event starts Feb. 3 with the two fom,er
congressmen giving a breakfast presentation to a "Leaming in
Retirement" group at St. Joseph's Hospital and continues with
several sessions for different groups within the EMU community.
A "Politics and the Media" event is scheduled Feb. 3 for several
journalism and communication classes. The session provides an
insider look at careers in politics. The event is free and open tot
he public.

Miller

The most notable event will be a public forum scheduled Feb. 3, 4:30 p.m., at
Sponberg Theater in the Quirk Building. The fom,er U.S. representatives will
discuss several issues, including Iraq, jobs and the economy, Social Security and
education. Rhonda Kinney Longworth and Ed Sidlow, EMU political science
professors, will mediate. This event is free and open to the public.
A community forum for local residents and government leaders is scheduled Feb. 4,
3-5 p.m., at Haab's Restaurant, Ypsilanti.
In addition, Forbes and Miller will conduct several classroom-style discussions with
different EMU classes Feb. 3-4 and sit down for a congressional breakfast with local
high school students Feb. 4.
Forbes is president of the PR/Strategies Internatior al, a national
governmental and public relations fim, with offices in New York
and Washington, D.C. He served three tem,s in the United States
House of Representatives from 1994-2000. As a member of
Congress, Forbes served on the Appropriations Conmittee.
There, he successfully advocated increased funding for cancer
research, environmental clean-up, safe and affordable childcare
il�!'j�ju facilities, improved transportation and small business assistance.

Forbes

"It (Congress to Campus) is a wonderful opportunity to dispel any
myths they may have about politicians; to probe the motivation
of those called to public service and, hopefully, to become
excited about the opportunities in a free, democratic society to
champion issues important to this great nation," Forbes said.

Miller represented the 13th Congressional District of Florida from
1992-2002. Before his election, Miller was a professor at several universities,
including Louisiana State University, Georgia State University and the University of
South Florida's campus in Sarasota. As a staunch fiscal conservative, he opposed
corporate welfare and the increasing reach of the federal government. Miller is
currently a professor at the University of South Florida.
''The goal of Congress to Campus is to bridge the gap between academia and the

real world of politics and public service, and to encourage young people to enter
public service," Miller said. ''The word 'politician' is not a dirty word and the
overwhelming number of men and women who enter public service are sincere and
committed for the better good of all mankind."
Last year, Congress to campus visited 20 universities and aims to double that
number for 2005. Congress to campus is sponsored by the Center for Excellence in
Government, the Stennis Center and the United States Association of Former
Members of Congress.
"We are pleased to be able to share this visit with the surrounding community,"
said Bernstein.
For more information about individual events and sessions, contact Bernstein at
487-6970 or Jeffrey.bernstein@emich.edu.
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Prominent anti-racist
activist,. historical trips
highlight Black History
Month

By Anastasia Maslova
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A discussion with one of the nation's most prominent anti-racist activists and trips
to historic sites in Detroit are but a few of the many activities planned for Eastern
Michigan University's annual celebration of Black History Month.
Tim Wise, one of the most prominent anti-racist writers and
activists in the U.S., will host discussions at EMU Monday, Feb.
21, noon, Multicultural Lounge, King Hall, and 7 p.m.,
McKenny Union; and Tuesday, Feb. 22, noon, Multicultural
Lounge, King Hall. Wise has spoken to more than 80,000
people in 47 states at more than 350 college campuses. He
received the 2001 British Diversity Award for the best feature
essay on race issues and is the author of two books to be
released in 2005: "White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Wise
Privileged Son" and "Affirmative Action: Racial Preference in
Black and White."
Diversity Programs and Campus Life have organized a number of excursions for
Black History Month. A trip to the Charles H. Wright Museum of African-American
History in Detroit is scheduled Saturday, Feb. 19. Buses leave from the Quirk circle
at 8:30 a.m. Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for the general public.
Previously called the International Afro-American Museum, the Museum of African
American History was reopened in 1987. The pennanent exhibit examines the
richness of African civilization from the "Middle Passage" to the Underfround
Railroad system used to help slaves escape to freedom. Exhibitions include
"Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America," "Rock My Soul: The Black
Legacy of Rock and Roll," "And Still We Rise: Our Journey Through
African-American History and Culture," "Illustrations: African-Americans in Harper's
Weekly, a Nineteenth Century Periodical" and "Photo-documentary by Anita
Williams."
A trip to the Second Baptist Church of Detroit
is scheduled Sunday, Feb. 20. Buses leave
from Quirk circle at noon. The Second Baptist
Church, established in 1836, houses
Michigan's first African-American
congregation. The church supported
abolitionism, was a stop on the Underground
Railroad and played an important role after
the Civil War.
Black History Month has special significance
for EMU because of its longtime focus on
diversity. In 2004, EMU was cited for its
diversity in the annual "America's Best
Colleges," book, published by U.S. News &
World Report; and by The Princeton Review's
"Best in the Midwest."
"EMU has a very diverse population," said Judi
�������···-��Jsturgis-Hill, associate director of diversity
programs for McKenny Union and Campus
Life. "It is important for us to know the history
The Second Baptist Church of
that we share in order to undersrnnd one
Detroit, established in 1836,
another."
houses Michigan's first African
American congregation. As part Black History Month also provides an
of EMU'S Black History Month
opportunity to offer programs ar.d activities
activities, a trip is planned to
for students to deepen their knowledge of
the historic site Feb. 20.
history and recognize contributions made by
Photo by Daniel Hershberger
African Americans.

"I think it is very important because it's an integral part of the U.S. and world
history that is, unfortunately, left out of the overviews our history classes provide,"
said Keith Jason, graduate coordinator in the Center for Multicultural Affairs.
Jason said this year's calendar addresses more issues relevant to the student
population. The Black Student Union, EMU's branch of the National Student
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the EMU Poetry
Society and a number of Greek organizations contributed ideas to the month-long
celebration.
The movie "Ray," about Ray Charles, the famous African-American musician, kicked
off EMU Black History Month with showings in McKenny Union and Rocsevelt Hall
Jan. 25.
Other Black History Month activities scheduled on campus include:
• Dr. Clovis Semmes, professor of
African-American studies, presents "Know
Where You Come From," Thursday, Feb. 3, 7
p.m., Multicultural Lounge, King Hall. The
program, sponsored by the Black Student
Union and the Center for Multicultural
Affairs, is a combination of lecture and
discussion. Its purpose is to encourage the
audience to reflect upon the importance of
history in guiding their actions in the present
and future.

Black History Month

Black History Month originated
with Black History Week in
1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson,
known for writing the
contributions of black
Americans into the national
spotlight, founded Black
History
• NAACP Founder's Week will start with the
Week. The acknowledgement
panel presentation ''The Truth about
took place the second week of
Affirmative Action," Monday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m., February, between the
Ballroom, McKenny Union. Whitney Harris,
birthdays of the abolitionist
EMU's director of affirmative action; Ron
Frederick Douglass and
Woods, professor and interim head of the
Abraham Lincoln. After the
African-American studies department; and
Civil Rights movement during
members of the LGBT Committee will take
the 1960s, Black History Week
part in the panel. The panel will discuss
was expanded into Black
affirmative action, its history and current
History Month.
debates over the Michigan Civil Rights
Initiative which, if it becomes law, will
prohibit the use of gender/race in the
decision-making process.
• Health issues in the black community will be discussed Tuesday, Feb. 8, 7
p.m., in Putnam Lounge, Walton Hall.
• "Meet and Greet NAACP" Potluck is scheduled Wednesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.,
Multicultural Lounge, King Hall.
• An NAACP rally will take place Thursday, Feb. 10, noon, North Lot???.
• An open forum discussion, "Black Taboo: Things We Don't Talk About," is
scheduled Thursday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m. The discussion will focus on issues of
homosexuality, STD and other things that are not talked about enough in the
black community.
• A Disk Jockey Battle between C Dub and Mo Beats, both well known among
the campus community, is scheduled Saturday, Feb. 12, 4 p.m., in the
Convocation Center. The two will compete to be crowned EMU's official
basketball DJ. After the performances, the crowd will decide who is the top
DJ.
• Judi Sturgis-Hill and the EMU Poetry Society will facilitate the discussion
"What's Love Got to Do with It?," Monday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m., in Sellers Lounge,
Phelps Hall.
Although events focus primarily on students, all members of the EMU community
are welcome to participate. For more information about Black History Month events,
call Diversity Programs at 487-3118.
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The EMU community can witness history being built right before their eyes - and
all while sitting in front of their computers.
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Web cam allows
campus to follow
progress of new
student center

-·---
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The Web cam, available since October 2004, updates progress on the new student
center construction every five minutes.
"Over the course of this semester, the campus will be able to see the new building
rise out of the ground as the steel structure is assembled," said car1os Costa,
associate director, McKenny Union and campus Life. "All of this activity has made
what was abstract in pictures and documents real."
Everybody who has access to my.emich account can see the picture of the
construction site by logging in to www.emich.edu/mckenny/newbuilding.htm.
Student Government
President Edward Davis II
walks by the construction
site every day. However,
the Web cam allows him
to see the process from
another angle and makes
it convenient to follow the
progress on the new
student center, he said.
"It allows everybody in
the community to see
where EMU stands and
what is going on with the
project," Davis said.
Oksana Boiko, a graduate
assistant In the Office of
International Students,
said the Web cam is a
good opportunity for the
University to display
openness with the new
student center project.

A WINTER'S VIEW: This photo shows a recent view
of the construction site for the new student center.
While a recent snow storm covered up work done
on the site, the campus community can monitor
the project's progress through the Web cam at
www.emich.edu/mckenny/newbuilding.htm

"You don't need to read the article with somebody's opinion," Boiko said. "You can
see it (project) with your own eyes, and you don't even need to get out of the
house. n
"During the construction phase, the Web cam has been another way to continue the
tradition of engagement and openness with the EMU community on what is going
on with the project," Costa said.
The new student center, expected to open sometime in fall 2006, will be
approximately 180,000 square feet and will include a dining marketplace,
bookstore, meeting space, banquet facilities, and retail and office space on the first
floor. The second floor will include a welcome center, an ombudsman's office, a
24-hour computer lab, auditorium, a 760-seat ballroom, galleries, and lounges and
hangout spaces for students. The third floor will house the Student Organization
Center, meeting rooms, and offices for campus Life, VISION, Event Planning,
building administration and a restaurant overlooking University Park.
To make the building more inviting during the warmer months, glass-paneled walls
on the east side of the building will maximize the natural daylight as much as
possible and also promote the view of University Park and the Lake House. In the
winter, students can gather around the fireplaces that will dot the common areas.

While this is the first time that EMU has used a Web cam to chart progress of a
project, the University of Arizona and Bowling Green State University also have
used a Web cam during their campus construction, Costa said.
The Web cam was established in fall 2004, the result of a collaboration between
ICT, the physical plant and campus Life. ICT had to write a special script to retrieve
the picture from a photo archive and use it on the Web site. The system is set up
so that a picture of the site is taken every five minutes and is sent to the Web site
automatically. This is done 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
The Web cam also is used for security purposes and helps the physical plant staff
monitor the site.
"This is a building that will help to define student life on campus for many years to
come," Costa said. "So, there's also a sense of 'being there' at the beginning and
see it come to be. It's history in the making."
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EMU alumnus honored
as Michigan's
Superintendent of the
Year
By Ron Podell
• Joan C. Sargent
• Martha Tack
• EMU and Tianjin
University
• EMU women's
basketball team
• John Wegner
• Earl Boykins
• Gavin Thompson
• Vincent Benitez,
Eric Ward and
Harriet Lindsay
• Andrew Wellock
• Suzanne Hobson
• Deborah Harmon
• EMU's Interior
Design program

Joan C. Sargent, superintendent of Utica Community Schools and an EMU
alumnus, was recently named Superintendent of the Year by the Michigan
Association of School Administrators. She was formally honored at the
association's Midwinter Conference Jan. 26. The honor automatically qualifies her
to become a finalist for the National Superintendent of the Year Award.
Martha Tack, senior executive for presidential initiatives, was
recently named as one of seven trustees to the Mortar Board
National Foundation, a national college senior honor society.
The group recognizes college seniors for their achievements in
scholarship, leadership and service, provides opportunities for
continued leadership development, promotes service to colleges
and universities, and encourages lifelong contributions to the
global community. The mission of the foundation is to support
Mortar Board in furthering the ideals of scholarship, leadership
and service. Tack's term is for three years, with renewal
possible for a total of three, three-year terms.
The Eastern Michigan University and Tianjin University of Tack
Commerce (TUC) joint master's degree in human
resources management and organizational development has received a
superior rating from the People's Republic of China's Ministry of Education.
The degree requires 12 graduate classes in human resources and organizational
development. Seven classes are taught by EMU professors and five by TUC
professors.
The superior rating of the joint master's degree was higher than the evaluation
given China's Qinghua University and Nanjing Normal University which are
prestigious schools, according to Fraya Wagner-Marsh, head of EMU's
management department. The rating evaluation mentioned the high quality of
faculty, efficient program management and good feedback from the Chinese
students, she said.
Currently, there are 22 Chinese students in the program who are scheduled to
complete their coursework by May 2005. Some of the students are managers and
a few are working in human resources. A second group of students has been
approved by the Chinese government to enter the program for fall 2005.
The EMU women's basketball team was honored Jan. 22 for Its 2003-04 Mid
American Conference Championship and NCAA Tournament appearance. A
banner-raising ceremony took place at the Convocation Center prior to the start of
the EMU-Ohio women's basketball game.
John Wegner, a lecturer in the department of history and philosophy, presented
"Life in Pioneer Ohio," during the regular meeting of the Sylvania (Ohio) Historical
Society Jan. 19. Wegner specializes in late 19th and early 20th century U.S.
history as well as regional Midwest history.
Earl Boykins, former EMU basketball star and current Denver Nugget, set an NBA
record by scoring the most points - 15 - in an overtime session. Boykins scored
15 of his team' s 2 1 overtime points in the Nuggets' 116-110 win over the Seattle
Supersonics Jan. 17.
Gavin Thompson, former EMU cross country and track star, placed 8th out of 80
runners at the Belfast International Cross Country Meet Jan. 8. His time over the
muddy 9,810-meter course was 30:25.
Vincent Benitez, assistant professor of music; Eric Ward, health education
coordinator; and Harriet Lindsay, assistant professor of
chemistry; were featured in the Ann Arbor News' series of
articles in December 2004 that highlighted local newsmakers.
Ward addresses tobacco use at EMU, where 29 percent of the
student body smokes. Lindsay is working to build a molecule
that looks and behaves like a sugar, and may eventually be
used to treat diabetes. Benitez teaches a number of music
theory courses, including one based on the music of the
Beatles.
L- ----'C.-&IU'---L-l Andrew Wellock, place kicker for EMU's football team, was
named Third Team All-American by the Associated Press Dec.

13, 2004. Wellock, also a Lou Groza finalist for the best place
kicker in the nation, is the first EMU football player to be named
All-American since 1987. Wellock booted 21 of 23 field goals
and hit 32 of 33 extra point attempts. He also was named to
the All-Mid-American Conference first team.
Benitez

Suzanne Hobson, associate professor of leadership and
counseling, received both the Michigan Counseling Association's
Legislative Service Award, in recognition of state and national
legislative and advocacy efforts, and the 2004 Professional
Service Award for her work in founding the organization.
Deborah Harmon, assistant professor of teacher education,
was named in a Nov. 29, 2004, Time magazine article about
middle-class African-American students. The paragraph in which
Harmon is referenced is as follows: "To assuage those anxieties,
Fornero (superintendent of the Ann Arbor schools) has hired
Deborah Harmon, an African-American education professor from
nearby Eastern Michigan University and the mother of two kids
Hobson
who have attended the Ann Arbor schools, to lead teachers and
educators through a cultural-competency course that fosters an
appreciation from the perspective of students and colleagues from diverse ethnic
backgrounds."
EMU's Interior Design program in the School of Engineering Technology was
awarded accreditation for six years by the Foundation for Interior Design
Education Research (FIDER), the national accrediting organization.
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THE MISER: (from left) Chris Griesinger, a sophomore from Middleton, Ohio, as Valere; and Jenny
Tocco, a sophomore from Livonia, plays Elise in a scene from "The Miser." EMU Theatre's production
of "The Miser," written by Jean Baptiste Moliere and directed by P. George Bird, will be performed Feb.
11-12 and 17-19, 8 p.m.; and Feb. 13, 2 p.m., Quirk Theatre. A snapshot of the plot is as follows:
Harpagon, a crotchety old miser living in a dilapidated mansion, is convinced that his children are
plotting to steal his precious money and demands that they marry for profit above love. A double love
intrigue is Interrupted by the revelation that Harpagon's buried treasure has been stolen. With all
romances off, confusion reigns until fate intervenes, reuniting all of the lovers.
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These people are celebrating service anniversaries with the University in February.
35 years

Feb. 1, 2005 issue

Lois Whitehead (37 years), library associate

Five EMU employees
celebrate service
anniversaries in
February

Bruce Hendricks (35 years), plumber, maintenance

25 years
Mollie Newton (25 years), unit manager, dining services

By Anastasia Maslova
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20 years
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John Senko (20 years), director of management information

systems

15 years
Colleen Tompkins (15 years), assistant director, University
House/customer service
Tompkins
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The Michigan Legislature passed its first charter school law in 1993. The law a.lows four educational entities,
Including public universities, to authorize and license charters for public school academies. The Charter Schools
Office at Eastern Michigan University was created by University Relations in 1995. Since June 1996, EMU's Board
of Regents have approved eight charter schools with enrollment of approximately 3,500 students. Attendance at
EMU's charter schools is as follows :
Edison Oakland Academy 835
Academy for Business and Technology 665 (elementary and
secondary)
Commonwealth Community Development Academy 581
Hope Academy 467
Grand Blanc Academy 457
Great Lakes Academy 326
Gaudior Academy 213
Ann Arbor Learning Community 116

Source: EMU Charter Schools 2003-04 Annual Report
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The following are briefs about important activities and events happening at
Eastern Michigan University.
Feb. 1, 2005 issue

News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• Distinguished
Speaker Series
• Pinball machine art
exhibition opens
today
• Vagina Monologues
• EMU Theatre
presents "The
Miser"
• Winter break
courses still
available
• Steven Curtis
Chapman in concert
Feb. 17
• Campus networking
opportunity

• Distinguished Speaker Series: Eastern Michigan University's Program in
Clinical Research Administration presents its Distinguished Speaker Series in
Clinical Research. Nancy D. Smith, Ph.D., director of the Office of Training
and Communications, Food and Drug Adninistration, Center for Drug
Evaluation and research, presents, "Mininizing the Risks of Medicines,"
Thursday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m., St. Joseph 1-'!ercy Hospital Education Center,
4936 W. Clark Rd. This discussion will torus on what the FDA means when it
says that a drug is safe and effective; ho,,y the FDA evaluates the risk of a
drug before it is approved; problems that occur once a drug is on the
market; new risk management initiatives from the FDA; and FDA efforts to
improve risk communications to patients and healthcare providers. Call
487-4096.
• Pinball machine art exhibition opens: Pinball! Pinball! Pinball !, an
exhibition of historical and contemporary pinball machines, celebrates the
themes, designs and graphics that have made an indelible impression on
American popular consciousness. The extibition starts Tuesday, Feb. 1, and
runs through Feb. 25 in Ford Gallery. A reception is scheduled Tuesday,
Feb. 1, 4-6 p.m., Ford Gallery. David Silverman, a pinball collector, will
speak about the art of pinball machines during a lecture following the
reception in Room 107, Ford Hall. For mere about the exhibition and Ford
Gallery hours, call Larry Newhouse, 487-1)465.
• Vagina Monologues: The Vagina Monologues are scheduled Thursday,
Feb. 10, 8 p.m.; Friday, Feb. 11, 8 p.m.; and Saturday, Feb. 12, 8 p.m.,
Roosevelt Auditorium. Tickets are $8 for ;tudents and $10 for general
admission. Tickets will be sold prior to the show dates at the Quirk box
office, the Convocation Center, and online at www.emich.edu/convocation.
Tickets also will be sold at the door the night of the show. For questions,
call the Women's Center at 487-4282 or ,isit our Web site at
www.emich.edu/wcen. Proceeds from the show will benefit SafeHouse
Center.
• EMU Theatre presents
"The Miser": EMU
Theatre's production of ''The
Miser," written by Jean
Baptiste Moliere and
directed by P. George Bird,
will be performed Feb.
11-12 and 17-19, 8 p.m.;
and Feb. 13, 2 p.m., Quirk
Theatre. Harpagon, a
crotchety old miser living in
a dilapidated mansion, is
convinced that his children
are plotting to steal his
precious money and
demands that they marry
for profit above love. A
CURTAIN'S UP: EMU Theatre's production
double love intrigue is
of "the Miser" begins its run Feb. 11-12, 8
interrupted by the
revelation that Harpagon's p.m., Quirk Theatre.
buried treasure has been
stolen. With all romances off, confusion reigns until fate intervenes,
reuniting all of the lovers.
• Winter break courses still available: Earn up to four EMU credit hours

during Winter Break (Feb. 27-March 4) by enrolling in one of more than 15
accelerated format courses offered at Otsego Club and Resort in Gaylord.
For a registration form or more information, stop by 101 Boone Hall, call
487-9045, or visit www.ce.emich.edu/winterbreak.
• steven Curtis Chapman in concert Feb.
17: nckets are on sale for the Christian
music artist, who will perform in concert
Thursday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m., Convocation
Center. Chapman's style of pop music
combines elements of rock, country, and
standard praise and worship songs. ncket
prices are $31.50 for the Artist Circle; $26.50
for upper and lower reserved seating; and
$23.50 per ticket for groups of 15 or more,
plus two free tickets with group orders.
Tickets are available by calling the
Convocation Center, 487-2282; Quirk Theatre
box office, 487-1221; or go to
www.premierProductions.com or
www.rushconcerts.com.
• Campus networking opportunity: EMU
faculty and staff now have a new way to
come together to network and facilitate
discussions. Every other Friday, the Eagle
Crest Club House Grille will open just to
members of the EMU community from 3:30-6
p.m. The next get-together is Feb. 11. There
is no need to R.S.V.P., and there will be no
formal program. Just stop by on your way off
campus and mingle with your colleagues.
This is a great chance to catch up on what is
happening at EMU. For more information, call
Cathy Lower, 487-3122.

Chapman
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Eastern Michigan University
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Six years ago, I started working in EMU's housing office. Four yea--s later, I applied for my current position in
the event planning office just after my father died. I wasn't sure ho.v I would handle a new job on top of losing
my dad. But the job seemed so perfect for me, I couldn't pass it up..
On a day-to-day basis, I am always working with students, but I also plan large events for the entire campus.
The Thanksgiving buffet is one of those events and another semiaooual event is the Student Appreciation
Luncheon, which allows the staff and faculty to recognize their graauating student employees.
EMU is different from larger universities - it's better. My entire family is comfortable here. My children attended
the Rec/IM's summer Fun Camp for seven years. My daughters felt so at ease here that they had no qualms
about entering the president's office to find a penny during one of the camp's scavenger hunts. I can't imagine a
larger university being as open to the community as is Eastern.
My husband has worked more than twice as long as I have for a larger university, and our children are still more
comfortable at Eastern. This University is a great place to work. Bu: more importantly, it's a great place for my
family.

