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Health care issues discussed at national forum hosted by EMU
Much like America's grassroots movements to dispose of trash, wear seat belts, impose
strict penalties for drunk driving, and eliminate smoking from public facilities, it will take
a groundswell of individual initiative to change the way the United States deals with
health care.
At least according to Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, who served as the keynote speaker
for "Health Care Solutions for Michigan," a national health care policy forum hosted by
Eastern Michigan University Oct. 14 at the Convocation Center.
The forum, one of five
scheduled nationally, also
provided an opportunity for
Michigan's legislators,
including Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, and others in or
with an interest in the
health care industry, to
publicly discuss their
positions on health care
policy in front of a large
audience. The forum was
collaboration between the
National Health Policy
Council, the AARP, and the
National Coalition on Health
Care. Allergan presented
the event.
A HEALTHY SOLUTION: Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
said the key to controlling health care costs in the
United States is to change the habits - including
"Health care costs, by
improving eating and increasing exercise - of
necessity, are a major
Americans. Huckabee was the keynote speaker at a
issue. But the real one is
'how can we make America national healthcare policy forum hosted by Eastern
Michigan University at the Convocation Center Oct.
a healthier nation?"' said
Huckabee, who was named 14. Photo by Randy Mascharka
one of the nation's top five governors last year by Time Magazine and whose name has
been bandied about as a Democratic candidate for president in 2008. "If not, we will
have a broken, runaway system."
Huckabee, Arkansas's governor since 1996, said 75 percent of dollars spent on health
care goes toward chronic diseases - chronic diseases he said that can be prevented with
lifestyle changes.
More on this story...
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Much like America's grassroots movements to dispose of trash, wear seat
belts, impose strict penalties for drunk driving, and eliminate smoking from
public facilities, it will take a groundswell of individual initiative to change
the way the United States ceals with health care.
At least according to Arkamas Gov. Mike Huckabee, who served as the
keynote speaker for "Healt� Care Solutions for Michigan," a national health
care policy forum hosted by Eastern Michigan University Oct. 14 at the
Convocation Center.
The forum,
one of five
scheduled
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also provided
an opportunity
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Jennifer
Granholm, and
others in or
with an
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health care
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discuss their A HEALTHY SOLUTION: Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
positions on
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health care
United States is to change the habits - including
policy in front improving eating and increasing exercise - of
of a large
Americans Huckabee was the keynote speaker at a
audience. The national healthcare policy forum hosted by Eastern
forum was
Michigan University at the Convocation Center Oct.
collaboration 14. Photo by Randy Mascharka
between the
National Health Policy Council, the AARP, and the National Coalition on
Health Care. Allergan presented the event.
"Health care costs, by necessity, are a major issue. But the real one is
'how can we make America a healthier nation? "' said Huckabee, who was
named one of the nation's top five governors last year by Time Magazine
and whose name has been bandied about as a Democratic candidate for
president in 2008. "If not, we will have a broken, runaway system."
Huckabee, Arkansas's governor since 1996, said 75 percent of dollars
spent on health care goes toward chronic diseases - chronic diseases he
said that can be prevented with lifestyle changes.
"There are three factors: eating too much, exercising too little and
smoking," said Huckabee. 'Americans are a lot like an NFL football team.
You have 22 guys on the field who desperately need a rest and 80,000
people in the stands that desperately need exercise."

Huckabee once admitted to resembling sorne of those fans. In 2003, he
was diagnosed with Type II diabetes before he lost 110 pounds. A product
of the deep South, Huckabee joked that all food, including even Twinkies,
were deep-fried and battered in that regior of the country.
His eating habits changed and he began exercising after a doctor told him
"he was in the last decade of his life" if he ,jidn't change his lifestyle. Four
years ago, Huckabee admitted to being wir ded after walking up a flight of
stairs. This November, he's running the NeN York City Marathon.
"The prosperity of our nation has made us sick. We used to eat foods that
God created and intended us to eat," Huck3bee said. "Now, we eat man
made foods that are completely processed We've not only increased our
(average) size as people, but we've increased our diseases."
To make his point, he said that 16 percent of America's gross national
product (GNP) is spent on health care. No other nation -- including Asia
and Europe - spend more than 9.5 percert of its GNP on health care. If
the United States could even reduce that i:;.ercentage to 11 percent, the
savings to the American public would be approximately $700 billion
annually.
"How do we do it? It's a cultural change. It won't happen overnight,"
Huckabee said. "Why is this not being disussed. Because politicians like to
talk about things we can settle in an electi:>n cycle. This issue will take a
generational cycle."
In Arkansas, he has worked to get public �chools to revamp their lunch
menus to offer healthier fare and increasirg exercise programs in schools.
He also has partnered with former preside1t Bill Clinton and the Alliance
for a Healthier Generation to fight childhood obesity nationwide. The
program affects approximately 54 million ,:hildren nationwide.
Nationally, he said movement starts with an "attitude change" through
education and advertising. Next, it takes what he called an "atmospheric
change," similar to when litter baskets cropped up in the late 1960s and
early 1970s and "no smoking" signs placed in public buildings in the last
five-to-10 years.
And finally, action is taken.
"Action starts when the government codifies into law what is already
happening culturally," Huckabee said. "We must and can do better.
Otherwise, our kids will be dying at 50."
Granholm
highlighted
the work
being done to
provide
universal
access to
affordable
health care in
Michigan. This
included the
two-year
anniversary of
the MiRx
prescription
drug discount
card (38,000

in the state
are signed up
now with a
goal of 50,000
by the end of
the year) and
continued negotiations with the federal government to implement the
Michigan First Health Care Plan which, if successful, would bring in $600
million in federal monies to fund a no-frills benefits package to roughly 1.1
million Michigan residents who are uninsured.
HEALTH OF THE STATE: Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm makes a point during a national healthcare
policy forum hosted by Eastern Michigan University
Oct. 14. She described the issue of health care as a
moral and economic one. Photo by Randy Mascharka

"In the 1990s, the issue of universal health care may have been ahead of
its time. I think its time has come," Granholm said. "It is a moral issue and
an economic issue."
Granholm pointed out that more automobiles were manufactured in
Windsor, Ontario, than in the state of Michigan last year. Granholm said a
prime reason is companies located there due, in part, to lower health care
costs in Canada. Approximately $1,500-$1,700 of the cost of
manufacturing an American car is directly tied to health care costs, she
said. In Canada, that figure is roughly $300 per car, said Larry Horwitz,
president of The Economic Alliance for Michigan.
"We're not allowing a soul, running for president, in Michigan unless they
talk about health care, fair trade and the global economy," Granholm joked
to Huckabee,
Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.) who provided introductory remarks, has been
vigilant in his pursuit of a "Patients Bill of Rights," which will ensure
patients' care is in the hands of doctors, not HM Os and insurance
companies. At the beginning of every session of Congress, Dingell
introduces the national health insurance bill his father sponsored when he
was a member.
"Forums like these are important," Dingell said, stressing that there are
approximately 1.1 million Michigan residents and 46 million nationally
without health care coverage. "It's about the only way to get discussion in
an informal and impartial manner."
Richard Douglass, professor of health administration at EMU, moderated
the roundtable discussion, which included Horwitz, Sean Gehle, vice
president for Advocacy, Ascension Health; George Rowan, a member of the
Michigan Public Health Advisory Committee and the Michigan African
American Health Institute; David Sloane, managing director, governmental
relations, for the AARP in Washington, D.C.; and Hollis Turnham, Michigan
policy director, Paraprofessional Healthcare Institute.
The group further addressed the core issues related to health care policy.
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Alumni Association
to honor six EMU
faculty with
Teaching Excellence
Awards

By Ron Podell

Seven Eastern Michigan University professors will be honored at the 16th
Annual Teaching Excellence Awards Saturday, Oct. 21. The awards
ceremony, scheduled for 9:30 a.m. in the McKenny Union Ballroom, honors
faculty who have distinguished themselves in the classroom. The EMU
Alumni Association and the Office for Alumni Relations host the event.
"The Teaching Excellence Awards are a wonderful way for the Alumni
Association to salute some of EMU's outstanding teachers. One of EMU's
strengths has always been its faculty, and these awards highlight their
dedication to providing a quality education for our students," said Vicki
Reaume, executive director of alumni relations at EMU.
Faculty members - nominated by former students, current students or
other faculty from each of the five colleges - will be honored.
The award recipients are:
Henry B. Aldridge, of Ann Arbor, professor,
communications and theatre arts. Aldridge began
teaching at EMU in 1972. He is being honored for his
dedication to students and his thorough, resourceful
classroom performance. Aldridge's fondness for film is
contagious and motivating, according to a former
student.
"Dr. Aldridge's love of the arts is infectious," said
Steven Wild, a former student. "He has infected me and
I have since found that there is no cure."
Aldridge
He also is an organist who led fundraising efforts to restore the historical
Barton pipe organ in Ann Arbor's Michigan Theater and later initiated
efforts to save the theater itself.
Aldridge is a member of many professional organizations, including the
Popular Culture Association, Society for Cinema Studies and the Theater
Historical Society. Aldridge earned his master's degree in English and his
bachelor's degree in English from the University of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill, and his doctorate in speech communication from the University of
Michigan.
Patricia Williams-Boyd, of Ypsilanti, professor,
teacher education. Williams-Boyd began teaching at
EMU in 1996. She is being honored for her passion for
teaching and for being an encouraging voice to
students. She not only sets high expectations for
students, but she gives them the support that they
need to succeed in and outside of the classroom.
Affected by the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina
in New Orleans, Williams-Boyd spearheaded "Project
0 .........1, ................ 1,,. 11 -..I- CI\AI I
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"She channeled that emotion into action - combining her compassion as
an educator with the ability to instill that same compassion in her students
and the EMU community," said EMU Provost Don Loppnow.
Williams-Boyd was awarded a Woman of Excellence Award from EMU
(2001) and the Middle Level Professor of the Year for Southeast Michigan
(2003). She received a doctorate in curriculum and instruction from the
University of Kansas; another doctorate in ethnomusicology from Ball State
University; her master's degree from Ball State University; and a
bachelor's degree from Grace College.
Ronald F. Fulkert, of Ypsilanti, associate professor,
business and technology education. Fulkert began
teaching at EMU in 1997. He is being honored for his
superb understanding of technology and ability to share
his knowledge with, and challenge students.
"He motivates his students to participate in related
business professional organizations to keep abreast of
important changes in state and national requirements
related to business education," said one former student.
Fulkert
Fulkert received an EMU Institutional Values Award in
2004; assisted in the development of the business, management,
marketing and technology curriculum for Michigan high schools; and
started a collegiate chapter of Business Professionals of America at EMU.
He is a member of the National Business Education Association and the
Michigan Business Education Association. Fulkert received his doctorate in
curriculum and instruction from the University of Toledo; his master's
degree in business education from Bowling Green State University; and his
bachelor's degree in business education from the University of Toledo.
Heather LS. Holmes, of Ypsilanti, associate professor,
chemistry. Holmes began teaching at EMU in 1998. She
is being honored for her ability to stimulate students'
minds and to demonstrate a deep understanding of
chemistry. She is able to take difficult material and
explain it in a way that her students can understand,
said one former student.
"The material was not easy, but her form of teaching
......,......,.__..,__"'-"-''----' enabled students to grasp the material and apply its
concepts," former student Brahmlin Sethi said of
Holmes
Holmes' General Chemistry II course.
Holmes is a member of the American Chemical Society and serves as
adviser for the chemistry honors society. She has won numerous awards,
including EMU's Outstanding Young Alumnus Award.
She received her doctorate in analytical chemistry from the University of
Michigan and her bachelor's degree in chemistry from Eastern Michigan
University.
Steve W. Moyer, of Willis, professor, health promotion
and human performance. Moyer began teaching at EMU
in 1988. He is being honored for his genuine interest in
and commitment to the success of his students. He has
played a vital role in placing students. Many of those
students have gone on to apply Moyer's teaching
methods in their own classrooms.

reinforcement.

Moyer

"Dr. Moyer was a great influence on the teacher I am today," said Mike
Kostovski, a former student who is in his eighth year as a physical
education teacher for Dearborn Schools. "Dr. Moyer's real-world
experience, advice and leadership have made me the teacher I am today,
and most of the knowledge I gained from him cannot be found in a
textbook."
Moyer's service to EMU includes serving on the Personnel Committee from
1996-2006, chairperson of the Student Teaching Committee from 1995present, and placement of physical education student teachers from 1995present.
Moyer received his doctorate in curriculum and instruction from Temple
University; his master's degree in physical education from East
Stroudsburg State College; and his bachelor's degree in physical education
from Lock Haven State College.
Barbara Waddington Ross, of Ypsilanti, associate
professor, accounting and finance. Ross has been
teaching at EMU since 1997. She is being honored for
her devotion to students in the classroom, and for her
innovation.
Ross and a colleague have developed an interactive
Web-based learning tool for introductory accounting
information systems courses. The tool, nicknamed
"Stevie," reinforces the learning of data modeling, a
concept that is difficult for many accounting majors. The
tool is now used by almost 100 professors at more than
Ross
50 universities around the world, has been used by
upwards of 10,000 students and has been recognized by the American
Accounting Association as an outstanding contribution to accounting
pedagogy.
She is a member of numerous accounting committees on campus as well
as the American Accounting Association. She received her doctorate in
accounting from Michigan State University and her master's degree and
bachelor's degree in accounting, both from the University of Michigan.
Margrit V. Zinggeler, of Ypsilanti, associate professor,
foreign language and bilingual studies. Zinggeler has
been teaching at EMU since 1999. She is being honored
for her involvement in all aspects of the German
program at EMU. She has accompanied many students
on outings to German cultural experiences throughout
the Midwest, as well as this past spring's educational
excursion through Germany.
One student said that Zinggeler "approaches her job in
a holistic way, serving the students in numerous and
important ways outside of the usual scope of school."

Zinggeler

Zinggeler is a member of the Michigan World Language Association and the
German-American Chamber of Commerce. She is adviser for EMU's
German Club. She received her doctorate, a master's degree in German
and a bachelor's degree in Anglistic Studies, all from the University of
Minnesota.
Friends and guests are welcome to attend, but advance tickets are
required. Tickets are $18 per person or a table of eight can be reserved for
$120.

Tickets can be purchased through the Office for Alumni Relations at (734)
487-0250 or e-mail alumni. relations@emich.edu
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United Way
campaign kicks off
Oct. 19

By Ron Podell

Editor's Note: Eastern Michigan University's United Way campaign begins
Oct. 19 and runs through Dec. 8. The following is an introductory letter
from Jessica "Decky" Alexander, Mary Jo Desprez and Dennis Stolte, this
year's co-chairs for the United Way campaign.

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
We begin this year's United Way campaign determined, as in years past, to
make a significant impact on the community. Our EMU community has
experienced tension and hostility that has and continues to impact many of
us. We understand such tensions may challenge this year's campaign, but
do hope that the immense needs within our local community can bring us
together for a larger community. We are committed to working in
meaningful and tangible ways with all of you as we strive to reach our
campaign goal.
As we embark on this year's United
Way campaign, we do so amid a 7
percent state unemployment rate, an
average 4.3 percent countywide
unemployment rate, and 14 percent
of Washtenaw County residents living
in poverty. In 2005, 28 percent of
Washtenaw families with a female
householder were living below the
poverty level. The United Way
campaign will be providing support
and assistance for some of our
neighbors who are most in need.

United �
Way �
Washtenaw United Way

EASTERN EFFORT: Eastern
Michigan University's United
Way campaign kicks off Oct. 19
and continues through Dec. 8.
This year's goal is to raise
$120,000 to help United Way
Agencies, such as the following,
depend on the support of United Way programs.

so they can provide support for people and families in need:

• Peace Neighborhood Center serves families and youth with after
school programs, substance-abuse recovery, job training and
placement for youth and adults.

• SOS Community Services, started more than 20 years ago by an

EMU student, continues to provide services for families and
individuals with housing assistance, emergency food and human
services referrals.

• ICARD/Ypsilanti Student Literacy Corps, which uses pre-EMU student
teachers to provide after-school tutoring to students at schools and
public housing sites on Ypsilanti's south side.

• Hope Clinic, which provides free medical and dental care to
individuals without medical benefits or the ability to pay.

When you give to the United Way, your dollars go to support services and
people in our communities - people who need our help to survive and
thrive. United Way agencies get results, and "Results Matter. "

In the next few weeks, a departmental representative will be contacting
you to ask for a contribution to the University's annual United Way
campaign. There are many ways to contribute to the United Way
campaign. Do not hesitate to contact us or your departmental
representative on the various initiatives, agencies and approaches to
contributing to the campaign.
This year's campaign will run from Oct. 1 9-Dec. 8, with a goal of raising
$120, 000. With your help, we know we can do it. Please consider helping
EMU help United Way "build better lives and communities. "
Sincerely,
Jessica "Decky" Alexander

Mary Jo Desprez

Dennis Stolte
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Negro Leagues
baseball exhibit
offers glimpse into
segregated past of
sport

By Leigh Soltis

Students looking for law reference books or past dissertations will
encounter a big surprise when they find that baseball has taken over Halle
Library.
The Negro Leagues Baseball Exhibit, a traveling exhibit from the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Mo., will be on display in the
Information Commons South, in Halle Library until Nov. 15.
The exhibit
consists of 90
framed
photographs,
and replica
hats, gloves
and jerseys,
commemoratin
the Negro
Leagues. The
exhibit is
divided into
five sections :
pre-1900, The
Beginnings of
Black
Baseball;
PLAY BALL: Johnny Rutherford (middle), a former
pitcher for the Brooklyn Dodgers, and Mel Duncan
1901-1919,
The Great
(right), a former pitcher for the Kansas City
Independents ; Monarchs, a team from the Negro Leagues, cut the
1920- 1931, A ribbon to commemorate the opening of the Negro
Leagues Baseball Exhibit in Halle Library. Eddie
League of
Bedford (left), an assistant professor in the School of
Their Own;
Health Promotion and Human Performance, who
1932-1946,
Heyday; and arranged for the exhibit to be displayed at Eastern
1947-1960,
Michigan University, looks on. Photo by John Ryan
The Color Line
Falls.
Mel Duncan, former pitcher for the Kansas City Monarchs ( one of the
Negro League teams) who now lives in Ypsilanti, visited the exhibit at its
Oct. 6 opening.
"This isn't just baseball, it's a social and cultural history," said Eddie
Bedford, assistant professor in the School of Health Promotion and Human
Performance (HPHP), who set up the exhibit. "Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in 1947, Brown vs. Board of Education came nine year later.
Integration in base ball preceded integration in our country."
Baseball was actually integrated before it was segregated. Visitors to the
exhibit will learn that Moses Fleetwood Walker was the first black player to
play in the major leagues, long before Jackie Robinson was signed to the
Brooklyn Dodgers.
Walker was a catcher for the Toledo Blue Stockings, a team in the
American Association, a professional league considered to be a major

league by most baseball historians. In 1887, Cap Anson, who was
considered to be one of the best baseball players in the country, refused to
play with Walker on the field. At that point, baseball was segregated, said
Bedford.
The exhibit starts at the beginning, with Walker, and ends with the demise
of the Negro Leagues as black players were integrated into white teams.
Some of its highlights are pictures of the first salaried Negro team, the
Cuban Giants, a team made up of black waiters at the Argyle Hotel; the
Page Fence Giants, a company team from Adrian, Mich., and the first
Colored World Series in 1924. Lockers contain replica jerseys and hats
from well-known players such as Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson and Rube
Foster.
Bedford was
able to bring
the exhibit to
Eastern
Michigan due
to his
membership
in the
museum. He
has been
studying the
Negro
Leagues since
1992. An avid
baseball fan
since his
youth, when
Bedford
discovered
the Negro
OUT OF THE PAST: The Negro Leagues Baseball
Leagues, he
Exhibit at Halle Library includes 70 items,
including these lockers, complete with replica jerseys made that
and photos ofthe former greats of the Negro Leagues. the focus of
The exhibit, on loan from the Negro Leagues Baseball his research.
Museum in Kansas City, Mo., will be on display
through Nov. 15. Photo by Lisa Heise
"My neighbor
used to talk
to me about baseball. I would tell my mother he was drinking too much
moonshine because he kept mentioning names that I didn't recognize,"
said Bedford. "It turns out they were Negro Leaguers. If I had listened to
him, I could have started earlier."
Bedford has presented at the National Negro Leagues Conference, and
created and teaches a course about the Negro Leagues here at EMU.
"I think, in all of our histories, we're a baseball fan," said Bedford.
"Baseball has touched something in all of us."
In addition to just being a form of entertainment, the Negro Leagues
provided other benefits to the black community. Baseball was the second
largest black industry (after insurance), and attendance at Negro League
games often rivaled attendance of their Major League Baseball
counterparts. When a team came to a city, it brought in money - much
like the Super Bowl did for Detroit, but on a smaller scale. In addition, the
teams brought the news. From traveling to different games, the players
were able to tell the community what was happening in other parts of the
country, Bedford said.
In 1945, A.B. "Happy" Chandler succeeded Judge Kennesaw "Mountain"
Landis as commissioner of baseball. Chandler announced that he would not

oppose introduction of black players into the major leagues. Robinson was
signed the following year and, soon, other teams followed suit, signing
black players.
Though the Negro Leagues are long gone, the Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum makes sure that they are not forgotten. Consisting of donations
from many former players and their families, the museum shows the
history of the leagues to generations too young to have seen them play. A
portion of the proceeds goes to former Negro League players who, unlike
major league players, do not have pension plans.
Following its run at Eastern, the exhibit will return to the museum before
starting a two-year tour of black colleges in February. Only four or five
colleges have hosted the exhibit before EMU, Bedford said. It has been
traveling nationally since 1993.
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EMYou feature:
Shall We Dance?
Zelnick-Geldys
teaches young and
old the benefits of
dance

By Leigh Soltis
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Suzanne Zelnik-Geldys introduces a centuries-old art form to students
ranging in ages nine to 75.
Zelnik-Geldys, an assistant professor in the School of Health Promotion
and Human Performance, uses her passion for ballroom dancing as a way
of reaching out to the community.
In addition to
teaching
ballroom,
Latin and
swing at EMU,
Zelnik-Geldys
also teaches
for the
University of
Michigan
Ballroom
Dance Club,
choreographs
a
performance
for the Ann
Arbor Art Fair,
and hosts
various
campus and
community
workshops.

'------- - -- ----�---------�
FEEL THE RHYTHM: (above, center) Suzanne ZelnikGeldys, an assistant professor in the School of Health
Promotion and Human Performance, keeps watch on
students in her ballroom dancing class. Zelnick
Geldys teaches many other forms of dance and
stresses the social aspect of the activity. Photo by

"It's fun to
Randy Mascharka
see different
generations interacting," said Zelnik-Geldys. "You see that a lot in social
dance."

Social dances are exactly what the name implies: dances intended for
socializing. The term refers to many styles of partner dance, including
ballroom, swing, hustle and Latin. Zelnik-Geldys prefers social dances to
competitive dance sport.
"It's social because the primary focus is meeting and communicating with
people, and sharing a recreational activity," said Zelnik-Geldys. "Teams
from EMU have competed before, and done well, but I prefer performance
and outreach activities. I'm not a competitor by nature."

I
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In addition to teaching credit classes
in dance at EMU, Zelnik-Geldys also
has presented workshops in McKenny
Union and the dorms for students
- ------�-- �
�
- who want to try ballroom dancing.
The University used to have a
ballroom dance club, for which
Zelnik-Geldys was a coach and choreographer.

"I like to improve EMU students' campus life and create a campus for
everyone, commuters too," said Zelnik-Geldys. "I get sad when I hear
students say they just go to class and go home. It is important to create a
social structure and sense of community at EMU."
Zelnik-Geldys teaches beginning students the basics : several patterns and
skills that the more complex dances are built upon. Students are exposed
to a little bit of everything, including the most popular Latin club dances.
However, one doesn't have to frequent clubs to enjoy social dancing.
Young students at Willow Run's Holmes Elementary School liked the
activity so much that they were willing to stay after school for an extra
hour to learn it.
In a recent community project, Zelnik-Geldys taught dance classes to
approximately 20 fourth- and fifth-grade students. The kids stayed after
every Thursday to learn meringue, swing and salsa. After nine weeks of
practice, the students performed for friends and family at their school's
talent show.
"It was a voluntary activity and they loved it. Every student wanted to be
there," said Zelnik-Geldys. "It was really exciting to be involved with a
school that doesn't always get a lot of attention."
Aside from being a fun activity, dancing had another positive effect on the
students. The structure and discipline of the dance seemed to help curb
some of the students' behavioral problems, she said.
"One student even taught some of the moves to his social worker," said
Zelnik-Geldys.
Though they have been around for a long time, social dances are becoming
more popular with the younger generation. Movies and TV shows such as
"Shall We Dance?" and "Dancing with the Stars" have brought ballroom
dancing to the masses.
Zelnik-Geldys has attended classes taught by some of the choreographers
and judges, such as Ron Montes and Mia Michaels, on the FOX television
show, "So You T hink You Can Dance." Her daughters attended ballroom
dance conferences at Brigham Young University with Benji Shwimmer, a
finalist on the show.
"[Ballroom dancing] is a small community where everybody knows
everybody else," said Zelnik-Geldys. "I can go dancing anywhere and run
into students I've taught. Many of them are teachers now."
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NOISES OFF: (above, from left) Belinda Blair/Flavia (played by Jamie Weeder); Selsdon
Mowbray/Burglar ( played by Adam Barkley); Brooke Ashton/Vicki (played by Marcie Grambeau); Lloyd
Dallas (played by Adam Rzepka); and Dotty Otley/Mrs. Clackett (played by Miranda Keebler), act out a
scene in "Noises Off.-" a play about a play. The EMU Theatre production of the popular farce continues
its run Oct. 19-21, 8 p.m., Quirk Theatre. Photo by Randy Mascharka
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C H I L D R E N OF CHILDREN EXHIBIT: Visitors examine a series of photos from the Children of Children
Portraits of Teen Pregnancy exhibit on display at Eastern Michigan University's King Hall through Oct.
21. Created by Michael Nye, the free exhibit is a collection of stories about men and women, ages 12 to
100, whose lives ha11e been crucially affected by adolescent pregnancy. The 50 black-and-white photos
are accompanied by audio stories told by the individuals in the portraits. Photo by Randy Mascharka
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PLEDGING THEIR SUPPORT: Janessa Janke, WEMU marketing assistant, and Station Manager Art
Timko, display a successful hour on the pledge board during WEMU's on-air pledge drive Oct. 14. The
two are surrounded by phone volunteers (left to right) Carrie Phillips, of Plymouth; Linda Ehrstine, of
Saline; Ida Wiener, of Ann Arbor; Warren Phillips (standing), of Plymouth; and Hellene Jakinovich, of
Ann Arbor. The on-air pledge drive, with a goal of raising $121,500, continues through Oct. 21. Photo by
Randy Masharka
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Eastern Michigan University recently hosted its annual Family Day event for the campus and community. More
than 50 free activities were available for all ages. Activities included visiting with local firefighters (below); fun in
the lab; making sand art; tours of the greenhouse; music by a bagpipe band and the colonial fife and drums; art
gallery tours, vintage baseball, face painting, a diving and swimming exhibition; a safety zone, super heroes, a
fencing demonstration and more. The following are some key numbers for this year's event.
Attendance 3,000
Number of area schools where event was advertised

91

Volunteers 57
Activity stations 56
Family Day Planning Group members 3 1
Campus sites hosting activities 10
Source: University Communications
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Oct. 17, 2006 issue
News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• Proposal I I : What
Does it Mean?
• Fleming Lecture
Series
• EMU Homecoming
2006
• Healthcare open
enrollment period
• Flexible Spending
Account open
enrollment
• Kathy Griffin
coming to Convo
Center
• Collection for
Washtenaw County
Safe house

• Proposal II: What Does it Mean?: Professors Ron
Woods and Jessica Alexander present "Michigan Civil
Rights Initiative Ballot Proposal," Wednesday, Oct. 18,
11 a . m . and noon (sessions are 45 minutes each),
Guild Hall, McKenny Union. The proposed
Constitutional Amendment would immediately
elimi nate opportunities for women and miniorities to
have equal access to jobs, education and contracts.
Please bring a brown bag lunch. Refreshments and
desserts will be provided. For more information, call
487-3229.
Woods

• Fleming Lecture Series: EMU hosts documentary
filmmaker Madison Davis Lacy Thursday and Friday, Oct. 19-20, in
celebration of the kick-off of Halle Library's Fleming Lecture Series. Join
Lacy for a screening of "Black Boy," a documentary about author Richard
Wright, followed by a discussion Thursday, Oct. 19, 4-6 p . m . , Halle
Library Auditorium. Lacy wrote, produced and directed the film. Pizza will
be available for all participants. The Fleming Lecture Series kicks off with
keynote remarks by Madison Davis-Lacy Friday, Oct. 20, 9 a.m., Halle
Library Auditorium. Lacy is credited with framing the original concept for
"Eyes On the Prize." He also wrote two episodes of the eight-hour "Eyes
on the Prize II" series chronicling the American civil rights struggle, and
was a contributing producer for Ken Burns' PBS series, "Jazz." For more
information on these events, call Campus Life, 487-3045, or go to
www.emich.edu/clcal .
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Homecoming
2006: The

countdown
to
Homecoming
2006 at
EMU is on!
The
week long
celebration
culminates
in the EMU
vs.
EAGLE CHEERS: The football team is looking for a
University of
large crowd to come out and support them as they
Toledo
take on the Toledo Rockets i n EMU's Homecoming
football
game Saturday, Oct. 21, 3 p.m., in Rynearson
game at
Stadium.
Rynearson
Stadium, 3 p . m . , Saturday, Oct. 21, along with afterglow events. For
more information, check out the complete list of activities at
www.emich .edu/homecoming and join the excitement. For more
information, call 487-0250.
• Healthcare open enrollment period: This year' s open enrollment

period for healthcare coverage runs through Friday, Oct. 20. Faculty have
the opportunity to evaluate and select a different plan from those
offered. Full- time lecturers may elect to change their previously selected
PPO option during the period. All EMU employees also have the right to
waive their EMU medical coverage, provided medical coverage is verified
through the spouse's employer or through another non-EMU healthcare
plan. The decision to waive healthcare must be made annually during the
open enrollment period. Employees, who previously waived, may elect to
return to EMU's health plan during open enrollment. During the open
enrollment period, any changes related to dependents (additions which
were not previously added within 30 days of the event) may be done as
well. The effective date of coverage is Jan.1, 2007. The Benefits Office,
235 Warner, must receive all enrollment forms no later than Friday, Oct.
20. For more information, call Jeanette Hassan, 487-3195.
• Flexible Spending Account open enrollment: This year's open
enrollment period for the flexible spending account (FSA) runs through
Friday, Oct. 20, with an effective date of Jan. 1, 2007. Ceridian Benefit
Service administers the FSA. The FSA is an easy, convenient way to set
aside money on a pre-tax basis to pay medical, dental and dependent
care expenses. EMU employees can set aside up to a maximum of $5,000
each per year per family for health expenses and dependent care
expenses. There will be a minimal fee for faculty and full-time lecturers.
For more information, call Jeanette Hassan, 487-3195.
• Kathy Griffin coming to Convo Center: An
Evening with Kathy Griffin is scheduled Friday Oct.
20, EMU Convocation Center. Doors open at 6 : 30
p.m., with the show beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets
are currently on sale at the EMU Convocation
Ticket Office. They also can be purchased by
phone at 487-2282, or online,
www.emich.edu/convocation. Ticket prices are
$20 for EMU students, $35 for lower bowl seats
and $40 for main floor. For more information, call
487-2282.
• Collection for Washtenaw County Safehouse:
The EMU Women's Association is sponsoring
donation boxes in Halle Library through Oct. 31
that will benefit Washtenaw County Safehouse.
Toiletries and cell phones for women, and hats,
gloves and toys for children will be collected. For
questions, please contact Rita Bullard at
Griffin
rita. bu Ila rd@emich. edu
Thanksgiving Buffet: It's time to
purchase tickets for this year's
Thanksgiving Buffet, Wednesday, Nov. 15,
11 a.m. or 12:30 p.m., New Student
Center Grand Ballroom. Staff tickets are
$11.40 each and student tickets are
$ 10.10. Canned goods, cash and checks
will be collected at the door again this year
for Food Gatherers. For more information,
L,_--==---=-------_J go to http://www.foodgatherers.org To
make a reservation, call Event Planning,
487-4108, or e-mail lpanzica@emich.edu.
• Continuing Education scholarships available: Two $500 awards are
available through Continuing Education. Undergraduate and graduate
students enrolled in any of the programs offered through Continuing
Education during the 2007 winter, spring or summer terms are eligible.
The application deadline is Nov. 1, 2006. Application forms are available
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Cathie McCltne

Execut.!,ye Secretary

Vfce Presid -for
Student Affairs

I

came to Eastern 2s a temp, intending to stay a short while to earn some extra money for my family. My first
job was in registratic n. Though registration was computerized, students couldn't do it themselves. They had to
stand in line and wai: for one of us. It had been 16 years since I last worked in an office and I had never touched
a computer before. Ey tie end of my first day, I was registering students. Fifteen years later, I'm still here and
now my daughter wcrks and goes to school here as well.
I've changed departnents a few times, my first permanent job being in financial aid. From there, I moved to
student accounting, and. finally, to my current position in the office of the vice president for student affairs. I love
all the people I've workE-d with. We're like a family here. At any time, I can go back to the departments I used to
work and feel welcome. My connections across campus help me do my job. When students call here with a
problem, I know who to call to help them solve it.
One reason why I love working at Eastern is the involvement in organizations across campus and the community.
I've helped with Fam ly Day, the United Way Day of Caring, Office Professional's Day, Customer Action Team,
AQIP, Gold Medallion Awards and am active in the clerical/secretarial union. I was honored to receive a Gold
Medallion Award and, even more so, when I was asked to emcee at the ceremony. I've also been active in
community groups, sJch as Relay for Life and Meals on Wheels, that I wouldn't have been if I hadn't worked at
Eastern.
Another of my campLs roles that I really enjoy is that of the secretary for the student leader group. They are great
students and so much foo to work with. I try to help make their job as presidents of their organizations easier. I
enjoy working with t t- e student office staff and want them to learn that good customer service is important in
whatever job they choos2.

My job is great because of the people I work with and the opportunities I've had to learn, grow and be creative in
my job. I can't think of any place I would rather be!

