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Twenty-five years ago, only one in 2,500 children was diagnosed with
autism spectrum disorder. Now, one in 110 children are diagnosed.

June 8, 2010 issue
Need for therapy, early
intervention stressed in public
hearing at EMU's Autism
Collaborative Center

By Pamela Young
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"We don't know the reason for the increase, but there will be a "tsunami" if
the current generation of kids don't get needed therapy," said Lorri
Unumb, senior policy adviser and counsel for Autism Speaks, an advocacy
group.
Unumb was one of several panelists who spoke at the first of four public
hearings May 24, to explore health insurance issues and other problems
facing families with autistic children.
State Sens.
Randy
Richardville of
Monroe and Liz
Brater of Ann
Arbor hosted
the bipartisan
event at Eastern
Michigan
University's
Autism
Collaborative
Center (ACC),
which attracted
more than 100
experts, parents
AUTISM DISCUSION: State Sen. Liz Brater (left) of
and students.
Ann Arbor, and State Sen. Randy Richardville
(right) hosted a hearing about issues facing
Richardville
families who have children with autism. The
opened the
hearing, which took place May 24 at EMU's Autism
session by
Collaborative Center, drew more than 100 experts,
welcoming the parents and students.
audience and
then summarized why the hearings are critical.
"These hearings will help educate the public about the needs of families
dealing with autism, and what 1t means financially and emotionally when
seeking treatment," said Richardville, who co-chairs the hearings with
State Sen. Tupac Hunter of Detroit. "Sen. Hunter, who was unable to make
it today, has been a leader in the Senate for this issue."
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a neurob1ological disorder that affects
an individual's communication skills, learning, social interaction and
behavior.
"We're excited that the senators chose the Autism Collaborative Center for
the first hearing," said Pamela Lemerand, an Eastern Michigan assistant
professor of health science and director of the center.
Eastern Michigan's center, which opened in 2009 in the former Fletcher
School in Ypsilanti, currently provides services for more than 100 families.
The importance of early intervention and expanded health care coverage
were the main themes stressed by panelists.
"Researchers have shown that early intervention is key, which is why it is

crucial that insurance covers intensive early intervention," Richardville
said.
"There is no cure, but there can be treatment which can overcome the
disabling aspects of autism," said Unumb.
Unumb, who has a nine-year-old child with severe autism, estimates she
and her husband have spent $75,000 a year to treat their son.
"Insurance companies say they cover autism, but they won't cover
intensive therapy because they consider it experimental. Yet, applied
behavior analysis therapy has been used for years," Unumb told the
senators.
It is estimated that two-thirds of Michigan adolescents with autism will
never receive therapy.
Currently, 19 states require insurance plans to cover early intensive
therapy for autism and 10 states are actively considering bills or have bills
pending. Michigan is not one of the states.
Panelist Kelly Van Singel, who has two autistic daughters, talked about the
challenges facing families, including the high cost of treatment.
"Families have taken out two to three mortgages; others are facing
foreclosure," she said.
Van Singel told the legislators that autism isn't "what you choose for your
children. Yet, children can improve functionally (with early treatment) and
become independent adults."
Critics of the proposed legislation have said health care costs will rise
dramatically if passed. Unumb disagrees. A recent study, she said, found
the state of Texas could save up to $771.S million in special education
costs alone within just the first 10 years of passing autism insurance
reform legislation.
In Michigan, the savings could be $3 billion over the entire school live of
the 15,000 children with autism (ages 3-26), Unumb said.
Without insurance reform, Unumb said Michigan taxpayers will be saddled
with high costs and the children won't have access to medically proven
therapies that can be life-changing for them and their families.
"Autism can cost an average of $3 million over the lifetime of a person who
can't live independently," said panelist Catherine Lord, director of the
University of Michigan's Autism Center. "The cost of lifelong care can be
reduced by two-thirds with early diagnosis and intervention. Yet, 30 to 40
percent of families with autistic children in southeastern Michigan can't
afford even basic treatment services."
"The first step is to start with an accurate diagnosis from someone
experienced in autism spectrum disorders, such as a developmental
pediatrician, a neuro-psychologist or a geneticist," said guest speaker
Colleen Allen, director of the Henry Ford Health System Autism Center.
"Then, you need standards for providing therapy. We need a better system
for who needs what."
When a child is diagnosed with autism, the diagnosis affects the entire
family, Lemerand said. Finding appropriate individualized help for each
member of area families was difficult until the ACC opened.
The ACC is a one-of-a kind program in the state, and one of the only non
medical, university-based autism programs in the country with a
comprehensive, interdisciplinary approach to assessment and a full range
of interventions, according to Lemerand.

"There is a lot that we don't know (such as) what works. At the ACC, we
are trying to bring it together," Lemerand said. "We're trying to see what
works when a child is 16 years old and who didn't get early intervention, or
if the child is 12 and got early intervention, but still has severe needs."
What makes the ACC so valuable to families are the EMU faculty and
students who specialize in occupational, speech and language therapy;
music therapy, nursing, psychology, social work, dietetics, special
education and recreation therapy, Lemerand said.
"Eastern's program is not just about intervention," Lemerand said. "We
also are training the professionals of tomorrow and Eastern offers one of
the few, if not the only master's degree program in psychology, that
specializes in autism spectrum disorders."
The ACC also acts as a community center for families, siblings and support
groups. Van Singe! offered an example of how the ACC helps her family.
"While most children can have a party at (a public place like) McDonalds, it
is such a sensory environment that it becomes overwhelming for children
with autism," Van Singe! said. "My daughter finally had a birthday party,
her first one, at the Autism Collaborative Center with friends and
relatives."
The next hearing is scheduled June 21 at the Detroit Medical Center, with
the final two sessions in Grand Rapids and Lansing.
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Parsons Center
opens new
opportunities for
Eastern students,
faculty and northern
Michigan community

By Walter Kraft
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Hidden beneath towering trees in one of northern Michigan's picturesque
forests, a new Eastern Michigan University jewel was formally opened June
5. A ribbon-cutting ceremony took place to dedicate the Jean Noble
Parsons Center for the Study of Art and Science.
The event included tours of the unique facility, which will be utilized
primarily for creative and interdisciplinary study for Eastern students and
faculty in the arts and sciences. It is situated on 86 acres of rolling forest,
nature trails, a lake and stream just southwest of Traverse City, near the
village of Lake Ann. Renovations totaling $2.1 million have created a
special, one-of-a-kind environment where people can come together and
become immersed in nature and learning.
"This facility
represents a
unique
collaboration
among our
biology,
psychology
and art
departments,"
said EMU
President
Martin. "Today
represents the
full realization
of Jean Noble
Parsons' vision
for students of
arts and
BACK TO NATURE: (from left) Tom Venner, dean of
science.
EMU's College of Arts and Sciences, and EMU
Special
President Susan Martin cut the ribbon to officially
learning will
mark the opening of the Jean No
· ble Parsons Center
take place
for the Study of Art and Science. The ribbon cuttling
here ceremony and open hours took place June S. Visitors
breaking the had the opportunity to tour the facilities, which
every-day
included $2. 1 million of renovations at the 86-acre
mold of
site near Lake Ann. Photo by Heather Rousseau
classroom
experience."
Alumni, friends, donors, faculty and community representatives explored
new buildings at the Center, which includes a 3,377-square-foot
classroom/studio, a dining hall with commercial-grade kitchen that can
seat up to 50, and overnight accommodations that include a sleeping lodge
for 12 and three outdoor platform tents. Natural wood and lighting, and a
focus on harmony with the environment are evident throughout.
The property also includes the main house, a honeymoon cottage, studio
and kiln, and a dock on Bellows Lake - all were owned by the namesake
of the Center, renowned artist Jean Noble Parsons.
"So many people have contributed to what you see here today," said Tom
Venner, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, who acknowledged the
Parsons Center Board. "I want to thank the Parsons family and our Lake
Ann partners for welcoming Eastern so warmly into the community. This
will be a creative, exciting and mutually beneficial relationship."

In addition to use by Eastern students and faculty, the Center will feature
community lectures and other events.
Parsons, who died in 2000, taught ceramics and sculpture for 38 years.
Before her death, she asked that her trust be used to establish a research
and wildlife sanctuary where visitors could walk the property and observe,
and where professors and researchers would hold distinctive public
seminars and discussions.
She had no affiliation to Eastern. Trustees of her estate solicited proposals
to establish a center in her name. Venner, then head of EMU's Art
Department; Psychology Professor Ken Rusiniak; and, Associate Provost
Bob Neely, then head of the EMU Biology Department, wrote the original
proposal in 2001. All universities in Michigan were invited to submit
proposals, and Eastern was selected.
Classes offered this summer at Parsons range from three days to two
weeks. They include "Sculpture/Design/Nature," "Adornment in and from
Nature," and "Pleasures of Life: The Psychology of Sex and Eating." More
information about classes and opportunities at the Parsons Center can be
found at www.emich.edu/parsons.
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With no artificial light, the stars dominate the sky in the dark expanse of
the Australian wilderness. Unable to differentiate constellations in the sea
of white dots, Aboriginal inhabitants instead have names for the black
pockets of open space they see at night.
Such a reframing of how to learn and grasp the unknown has applications
in the college classrooms of the 21st century, said Randy Bass.
New
technology
and the Web
now offer
venues for
students to
embrace their
uncertainty talking about
the
metaphorical
darkness - as
they work to
master class
material. How
colleges
adjust to
these new
SOTL KEYNOTE: Randy Bass makes a point about the
opportunities scholarship of teaching during the recent Scholarship
and methods of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) Academy
will help
Conference that took place May 17-18 in the Student
determine
Center. Bass, assistant provost for teaching and
their
learning initatives at Georgetown University, was one
relevance in
of two keynote speakers at the event. Photo by Anthony
Gattine
the rapidly
evolving
educational universe, Bass said.
Bass, an assistant provost for teaching and learning initiatives at
Georgetown University, spoke before a crowd of approximately 130 in the
EMU Student Center May 17 as he gave a provocative and well-received
keynote lecture at the second annual Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
Academy.
The two-day event brought together scholars from around the Midwest
who are engaged in or want to learn about the scholarship of teaching.
During the conference, participants presented their work, discussed
teaching and learning, and networked.
Eastern Michigan Political Science Professor Jeffrey Bernstein and Sarah
Ginsberg, a professor in EMU's Department of Special Education, organized
and planned the event for the second consecutive year.
Bass' talk, entitled "The Problem of Learning in the Post-Course Era,"
stressed students' recent sentiments that the most meaningful learning
experiences occur outside of the classroom.
That belief stems in great part from the participatory nature of the Web,
which features low barriers to entry, a support for sharing and a feeling of
community ownership.

On the Web, there is a sense of an audience as opposed to writing in class,
which can seem as if you "write to no one about nothing," Bass said.
Unlike the highly circumscribed atmosphere of the lecture hall or
classroom, the Internet allows students to express their confusion about
class material as they exchange class experiences, Bass said.
That language of not knowing - the ability to defer meaning and to hold
divergent perspectives while postponing closure on a topic or problem - is
a powerful learning tool, according to Bass and other authorities.
Such methods can hasten the "ability to develop reflective judgment in
times or conditions of uncertainty, " a clear foundation of the sophisticated
thinking and leadership needed in making complex, significant decisions,
Bass said.
In addition, today's students function in an integrated cyber world of biogs
and social networks, where they "ache to have their ideas travel," Bass
said. That contrasts with the specialized, more insular world of faculty
members.
The central question emerged: "How can what we know travel outside of
our classrooms?" Bass asked.
Plenary panel: Along with numerous special sessions, the academy also
featured a plenary panel, entitled "Why SOTL? Why Now?", that included
Bass, Bernstein, EMU Associate Provost Bob Neely and Erika Kustra of the
University of Windsor.
"Are we really paying attention to what students do and learn?" Bernstein
asked in opening the May 17 luncheon session.
The panelists agreed that stiff competition for funding and students has
prompted an increased focus on results and accountability; thus the need
for the study of teaching and learning.
The discipline must be recognized as legitimate research and work,
conducted as a cooperative effort across universities, the group agreed.
"SOTL aligns higher education with questions of accountability in counter
cultural ways," Bass said.
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Eastern Michigan University's Academic Advising Center and Career Service
Center are expected to merge July 1. The goal is to eventually create a
fully integrated, one-stop shop at McKenny Hall, in which a student's
chosen academic program of study can align with a future career path.
The desired outcome: better student retention and graduation rates
created by an earlier student focus on a career direction.
"The rationale
is to provide
more
collaborative
services to
benefit our
student
population,"
said Lynette
Findley, EMU'S
assistant vice
president
retention and
student
success. "You
can do that
when you
have advising
connected to
career
CAREER POSSIBILITIES: (from left) Kris Bolds, a
opportunities. " junior from Detroit, and Megan Devoe, a sophomore
from Corruna, both work at the Career Services
Center. On July 1, the center will merge with the
Findley said
Academic Advising Center to create a one-stop shop
she believes
in which a student's chosen academic program of
that if a
study can align with a future career path.
student
finishes their
first two years of college, they have an opportunity to finish their junior
and senior years.
In addition to the Academic Advising Center's eight full-time advisers,
Findley said advisers as well as faculty at each of EMU's five colleges play a
key role in assisting students in taking the right courses to pursue
particular career goals. She hopes that this multi-pronged approach will
lead to advisers pushing students to finish their General Education
requirements during their first two years. Her rationale is that students will
realize their strengths and weaknesses in core courses - a progression
that will help them determine a good career choice.
For example, Findley said a student might decide to become a veterinarian.
But, if the student doesn't do well in basic biology courses, he or she might
want to reconsider their career path. By learning this early enough in their
academic career, students can save valuable time and determine an
appropriate major - thus avoiding the major merry-go-round that often
results in traditional students taking more than four years to graduate from
EMU.
"If we're able to connect the career services component, i.e. nursing, and
get students into the program, we'll help the student population who's
undeclared. We'll help them identify careers and opportunities," Findley
said. "The bottom line is, by merging these two offices together, students

are connected to careers academically."
Starting with the freshman class from fall 2009, Findley said every
freshman was matched with a person in advising based on the college
where the student's major originates.
As a result of this merger, Findley envisions a scenario where more
internships, co-ops and work-study jobs - organized by college - are
created and available to students.
"Wouldn't it be nice to have a Bruce T. Halle provide internships in
Arizona? Wouldn't it be nice to have alumni come back here and discuss
how they got to where they did?" Findley asked rhetorically.
Halle, who EMU's library is named after, has a family foundation based in
Scottsdale, Ariz. The foundation makes gifts to different agencies in
various cities across the country.
James Gallaher, EMU's director of Human Resources, is assisting Findley in
creating the steps needed - training, development and organizational
structure - for a smooth move and merger.
"The goal is not to put Career Services with Academic Advising. The goal is
to merge," Findley said. "So, that means there would be changes in
function and titles."
Findley did not readily have details on what those changes would be at
press time or when a physical move of the Academic Advising Center
advisers would take place. A lot depends on "swing space" needs for
faculty, who have been temporarily displaced while Pray-Harrold is
renovated. In time, the hope is for Holman Success Center (formerly
Holman Learning Center) to also move to McKenny Hall, she said.
Findley did not know exactly what the new center would be called, but
offered up the possibility of "Academic Advising Career Services Center"
with a tweak or two.
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Martin, Lumm offer
insight into Board of
Regents' "0-0-0"
decision at budget
forum
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By Geoff Larcom
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The move to freeze tuition, fees and room and board at Eastern Michigan
University was a difficult, bold decision requiring rigorous analysis and
debate right up until shortly before the final vote at the April Board of
Regents meeting, top administrators said.
Eastern Michigan President Susan Martin and chief financial officer John
Lumm offered a window into those final discussions and explained details
of this coming year's budget in a May 27 forum in the Student Center
Auditorium.
The event is the first of four
such forums that will take place
this spring and summer. The
other forums are scheduled
Thursday, June 17, 2-3 p.m.;
Tuesday, July 13, 11 a.m. to
noon; and Wednesday, Aug. 11,
2-3 p.m.
Discussion about tuition
continued right until several
days before the Board of
Regents actually voted, Martin
told the crowd of approximately
40.
"We literally didn't film the ad
for "0-0-0" until (the Monday
before the Tuesday board
meeting)," Martin said.
Martin and Lumm had worked to
get a possible tuition percentage
increase down to 1. 9 percent,
but members of the board
continued to challenge them to
BUDGET BANTER: John Lumm, EMU's
get down to a O percent
chief financial officer, outlines the
increase. It had been 25 years
University's 2010-11 budget during a
since any public university in
forum May 27 in the Student Center
Michigan had not increased
Auditorium. Photo by Robert Bunnell
tuition.
The administrators managed to make it work, using some of this year's
budget surplus, which arose from higher than budgeted enrollment, along
with several assumptions. Those include that the state will not cut
Eastern's funding more than the 3.1 percent already planned, along with
enrollment growth of at least 3.4 percent at EMU for the coming year,
Martin said.
Martin termed the budget, which also includes 43 faculty searches, as
"exciting and challenging." Eastern Michigan has borrowed $100 million,
primarily to build the new Science Complex and fund Mark Jefferson
renovations, along with other capital improvements.
Martin also noted a new governor will be taking office, along with more
than 40 new lawmakers in Lansing.
"There is still a lot of uncertainty," she said of the budget.

Martin also expressed her hope that this summer's negotiations with the
AAUP (professors' union) and UAW 1976, the union representing
professional/technical employees, would be concluded successfully and
with mutually beneficial agreements.
Lumm outlined the financial status of the University's $280.9 million
budget for fiscal 2010-1 1. Among his points :
• Eastern's balance sheet for the current year is stable. This year's
operating surplus of $5 to $6 million is being reinvested in high
priority, one-time initiatives (40 percent), with the rest flowing into
bottom-line reserves.
• Despite the current positive financial outlook, Eastern has relatively
low reserves of $40 to $50 million, and relatively high debt
compared to other similar institutions. The University is highly
leveraged, Lumm said.
• The University is showing generally positive financial momentum
and is building on it with recent enrollment gains and cutbacks in
expenses in areas such as energy.
"So far, so good," Lumm said of recent enrollment trends, which have far
exceeded needed projections.
• Eastern plans $ 195 million in capital spending in fiscal years 2010
through 2013.
• The budget assumes no layoffs or across-the-board budget cuts.
"We're on a winning mission here, not a losing one," Lumm said.
• This year's above-base budget proposal ( ABBP) process yielded $2.3
million in one-time expenses and $ 1.6 million in recurring expenses.
One-time expenses include $ 1 million for Academic Affairs,
approximately $700,000 to help launch the "Invest, Inspire"
comprehensive campaign (new staff), and another $600,000 divided
among student affairs/enrollment management, communications, IT
and athletics.
• A projected state appropriation of $75.8 million makes up 27
percent of the coming year's budget, while tuition and fees make up
71 percent. Other revenues of $6.5 million make up just 2 percent
of the budget.
• Salaries and benefits make up about $ 188 million (66 percent) of
the budget, facility related costs such as utilities and debt service
$23 million (8 percent), financial aid $30.4 million ( 1 1 percent) and
supplies, services and materials another $30 million.
In 2001, state support (nearly $89 million) accounted for 54 percent of
EMU's general fund revenues. In 2011, state support ( $75.8 million) will
account for 27 percent. With more of the burden shifted to tuition and
fees, the challenge is to offer a first-class education at an affordable price,
Lumm said.
Martin noted that this year's early passage of the budget, in April as
opposed to J une, already was offering dividends in terms of planning. The
president said the board might move the decision on room and board rates
forward to February, giving students more time to plan living decisions.
During the question-and-answer period, Susan Moeller, president of the
EMU Chapter of the American Association of University Professors ( AAUP),
asked if the Budget Council, which counts faculty among its members,
would be more involved and consulted in setting the tuition rates next
year.

\(

Lumm said this year's tuition-setting process was greatly accelerated by
pulling it ahead, from June to April, and reiterated that the dramatic 0-0-0
move was finalized at the last minute.
"We anticipate a more systematic process with the Budget Council (next
year) , " Lumm said. "We will begin the process much, much sooner."
Martin added that there was considerable debate until very near the board
meeting about where to set tuition, but that recent enrollment numbers
offered some comfort. An agreement on 0-0-0 seemed unlikely at one
point but, in the end, EMU's leaders felt they could make it work.
EMU will need to increase tuition again at some point in upcoming years,
but the 0-0-0 move showed how Eastern is paying attention to the
financial challenges of potential students, as well as those already in
school, Martin and Lumm said.
"It's the right thing to do," Lumm said.
An overview of the first forum can be found at www.emich.edu/budget or
www.emich.edu/busfin.
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College of Business
partners with
Crain's Detroit
Business to
introduce "Business
Education Minute"

By Walter Kraft
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One of the nation's leading business colleges has Joined with one of the
nation's leading business publications to help executives and
entrepreneurs. The Eastern Michigan University College of Business is
working with Crain's Detroit Business Multimedia Services to produce
"Business Education Minute," informational video segments that provide
practical, real-world strategies for success.
The series
includes 26
individual
productions,
including
topics ranging
from
"Streamlining
Your
Accounting
Systems, "
" How to
Communicate
in a Crisis, "
and "Tweet
BUSINESS TIPS: Eastern Michigan University's
Your Way to
College of Business and Crain's Detroit Business
Success."
Multimedia Services have teamed up to produce
Each segment
" Business Education Minute," informational video
will run for
one week on segments geared toward executives and
entrepreneurs that provide practical, real-world
the Crain's
strategies for success.
Detroit
Business website at www.crainsdetroit.com/emu. The production is the
latest in a series of multimedia partnerships at EMU. Since 2008, Eastern
has worked with WWJ-AM 950 in the production of " Education Minute," a
weekly informational segment for parents, students and educators. Just
last year, Eastern introduced a video production on the same topic with
WXYZ-TV.
"We work with business executives and entrepreneurs every day who are
seeking strategies for success. Many are worried about the current
environment and understand that one wrong move, or one small savings,
can be the difference between success and failure," said David Mielke,
dean of EMU's College of Business. " We offer this expertise every day in
the classroom. This new production provides an opportunity to share
important business advice with a new and larger audience. Crain's sets the
standard for business leadership and is an ideal partner for this initiative. "
" Eastern has established itself as a community resource for its expertise in
education through area broadcast partners reaching a broad public, " said
Crain's Detroit Business Publisher Mary Kramer. "We're delighted that the
College of Business has selected the video capabilities of Crain's Detroit
Business and crainsdetroit.com as the means for distributing its business
expertise to people running Detroit-area businesses. "
The Princeton Review named EMU's College o f Business one of the nation's
most outstanding business schools in 2009 for the fifth consecutive year.
Founded in 1964, the college is accredited by The Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business International (AACSB) and offers
undergraduate and graduate degrees. The college hosts the nation's only
Ethos Week each year in March and also is the first to create an " Ethos
Statement" and " Ethos Honor Society. "
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EMU student goes to
"bat" for threatened
species
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Bats aren't the most appealing creatures. They sleep upside down, have
furry faces and sharp teeth , look menacing and fly erratically. B ut those
less than charming characteristics didn't stop Olivia Maya Munzer from
getting u p close and personal with them.
Munzer, a 2009 master's graduate of Eastern Michigan University, recently
won a Midwest Association of Graduate Schools Distinguished Master's
Thesis Award for her research on a threatened Michigan colony of evening
bats. The award, a monetary honorarium, was presented at the
association's annual conference in Cincinnati.
The competition,
which recognizes
scholarship by
students pursuing
their first graduate
research degree,
attracted more than
50 entries from
around the Midwest.
Munzer's thesis,
"Ecology of the
Evening Bat at the
Northern Edge of Its
Range," dealt with
the only colony of
evening bats known
in Michigan and the BAT MASTER: Olivia Maya Munzer (middle), a
northernmost colony 2009 master's graduate of EMU, recently won a
Midwest Association of Graduate Schools
on the North
American continent. Distinguished Master's Thesis Award for her
In mid-August, only research on a threatened Michigan colony of
female evening bats evening bats. Munzer is pictured with Deb
migrate to Michigan delaski-Smith (left), interim dean of EMU's
to raise their pups . Graduate School, and Allen Kurta, an EMU
Munzer's research , biology professor and internationally known bat
expert.
which was
conducted in
Lenawee County, looks at the roosting ecology and diet of evening bats, a
species that is listed as threatened in Michigan and endangered in Indiana.
Munzer's research provides important information for wildlife managers not
only in Michigan, but also across the range of the species, said her adviser,
Allen Kurta, an internationally known bat expert and professor of biology at
EMU.
Not only did Munzer's research provide new insight into patterns of
selecting a roost site and resting sites of animals in general, her dietary
study documented that these bats are predators of serious pests such as
the adult corn rootworm, the green stinkbug and the emerald ash borer,
which attack corn, soybeans and ash trees respectively, Kurta said.
During her fieldwork, Munzer set up 30-foot-tall and up to 60-foot-wide
nets over rivers and swamps at night, working from dusk until 1 a.m. , to
catch the bats. She then attached a radio transmitter to each bat before
releasing them.
Since bats roost 1n cavities, crevices and under the bark of older trees,

located in bottomland forests surrounded by agricultural fields, she used
the transmitters to locate roosting sites, accumulate data on the bats'
behavior and habits, and collect fecal pellets to research their diets.
"Olivia's research is an amazing study that has broader ramifications for
climate change, biogeography, plant life, insects and threatened or
endangered species," said Deb de Laski-Smith, interim dean of EMU's
Graduate School, who nominated her for the award.
An Austin, Texas resident, Munzer is currently a biologist with a Texas
consulting firm, researching wildlife that resides near airports. Her job is to
recommend ways to safely move wildlife or its food source, so they don't
interfere with the planes' take-offs and landings.
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Members of the public and Eastern Michigan University faculty, staff and
students can get their first look at Eastern's new multi-purpose indoor
athletic practice facility during a ribbon cutting and open house June 15.
June 8, 2010 issue
Open house, ribbon
cutting for indoor
athletic practice
facility scheduled
June 15

By Geoff Larcom
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The ribbon cutting will occur at 10 a.m. President Susan Martin, Roy
Wilbanks, chair of the EMU Board or Regents; Athletic Director Derrick
Gragg and various community officials will provide remarks.
An open house
will take place
10 a.m. to 7
p.m., so
members of
the
community
can view the
vast interior
space of the
facility. Hot
dogs will be
served and
there will be
special
giveaways,
including
footballs
OPEN DOM E: An open house and ribbon cutting
signed by the ceremony for EMU's new multi-purpose indoor
team.
athletic practice facility is scheduled Tuesday, June
15. The ribbon cutting will take place at 10 a.m.,
with the open house running from 10 a.m. to 7
The $3.9
million facility p.m.
is located on Westview Drive, off Huron River Drive, at the northeast
corner of Rynearson Stadium.

... . .

The facility provides EMU's collegiate athletic teams and the Ypsilanti
community with more opportunities to continue playing and practicing
despite inclement weather. The facility will support intramural, recreational
and club sports events, as well as community sports leagues.
The bubble is 4 10 feet long, 2 1 0 feet wide and 75 feet tall. It includes a
welcome center and convertible space that can be configured for a football
field, an international soccer field or four youth soccer fields. Leasing
revenues for the fields are projected to cover yearly maintenance and
operating costs.
The project was funded with capital reserves and the 2005 tuition increase,
4 percent of which was specifically dedicated to enhance the university's
infrastructure.
The project began in October 2009 and the inflatable roof was raised in
February. Turner Construction Company of Detroit is the design/builder.
The engineer/architect is BEI Associates, Inc., of Detroit. The roof was
manufactured by Arizon Structures of St. Louis.
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Chavez Fountain
receives summer
facelift

By Amy E . Wh itesall
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Every winter, the Cesar Chavez Memorial Fountain between McKenny and
Welch hal ls takes a beating. Water seeps into cracks in the stone so that
even after the fountain is drained, water that's found its way underneath
widens cracks and wreaks havoc.
Every spring, workers from Eastern Michigan University's Physical Plant
shore 1t up with masonry patching material and pool paint.
But after 10
Michigan
winters, the
Chavez
fountain
needed more
than a Band
Aid.
"We got to the
point where
the temporary
patches just
weren't
working," said
John
Donegan,
EMU's chief of FOUNTAIN FACELIFT: (from left) Craig Cord and
Kenrick Snyder, workers for D&P Caulking &
operations,
who runs the Restoration, sandblast the old layer of paint from the
physical plant. inside ring of the Chavez Fountain near McKenny
"So, we took a Hall. The fountain received a facelift this summer.
deeper dive into it. Paint was just not going to do it."
Eastern Michigan hired Ba ruzzini Construction Company, a Brighton-based
contractor that specia lizes in pool and fountain work. A crew began
dismantling the fountain in early May. They pulled out the decorative
stone, the liner, old flashing (sheet material laid across two surfaces that
come together at different angles) and all the working parts. The repair is
almost as extensive as a complete re-installation, said Kevin Abbasse,
EMU's ca rpenter shop manager.
Work was almost complete when, after a rainstorm, water began lea king
into the fountain, forcing workers to pull up the surrounding brick pavers
to find and repair yet another leak.
"We could literal ly see the water coming in," Abbasse said." S o, now we've
done some additional tuck pointing around the outside in order to ensure
that what we do inside is going to take (effect) 100 percent."
Tuck-pointing is the process of repairing a masonry joint with mortar. The
additional work will push the cost of the repair from $3,600 to around
$5,000, Donegan said. But left unaddressed, the water seeping in would
work behind the new layer of paint and peel it off the fountain.
A second coat of paint was added during the first week of June before the
fountain was refil led, Abbasse said. In the past, the inside walls of the
fountain were painted in a light blue. The shade is now decidedly darker,
with a bluish-grey tinge.

The EMU Latino Student Association began working in the mid- 1990s to
have the modest McKenny fountain refurbished in honor of Mexican
American migrant worker and civil rights leader Cesar Chavez, who died in
1993. The group desired to establish a memorial on campus - something
similar to the Martin Luther King Jr. bust located between Welch and Boone
halls.
"Several of us on campus were of Mexican-American descent and we felt a
strong connection to the passion and the experience of the migrant worker
movement for civil rights , " said Director of Student Conduct and
Community Standards Jesus Hernandez, who was an EMU senior at the
time. "Most of us also were first-generation Mexican Americans and first
time college students (in our families). We were basically, in a very excited
yet humbled way, recognizing the fact that we were reaping the benefits of
leaders like Cesar Chavez."
The group worked with Larry Smith, who was vice president of student
affairs at the time, as well as representatives from the physical plant and
the EMU Foundation. They raised about $9,000 to support the project, and
the Chavez memorial was dedicated in October 1999.
With any luck, the fountain's second decade will be a bit more trouble-free
than its first. Baruzzini, which has extensive experience with pool and
fountain work in Michigan, has given the University a 10-year warranty on
the project.
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Eagles win 21st
outdoor track MAC
title in comeback
fashion

From Sports
I nformation
Department reports
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In dramatic come-from-behind fashion, the Eastern Michigan University
men's track and field team captured another Mid-American Conference
Outdoor Track and Field Championship May 15, in Buffalo N.Y.
The title was Eastern's 21st in the 36 years in which the MAC has had an
outdoor championship. Eastern Michigan scored 186 points to win over
runner-up Akron, which scored 175. 5 points. The title also gives the Eagles
the first indoor/outdoor sweep in the MAC since 2007, when EMU also
captured both titles.
After entering
the final day
in fifth place
and trailing
meet leader
Akron by 40
points, the
Eagles wasted
no time in
making up
ground. In the
first final of
the meet's last
day, sprinters
Clint Allen,
COMEBACK KIDS: The EMU men's outdoor track and
Koleon
field team, facing a 40-point deficit entering the final
Prescott and day of the Mid-American Conference Championships,
Jairus
rallied to take the title with 186 points to zip past
Saunders
runner-up Akron, which scored 175.5 points. The
scored 18
title marked EMU's 21st in the meet's 36 years of
points in the existence.
100 meters.
Allen won in a time of 10.50, while Prescott took third (10.70) and
Saunders finished seventh (10.92). Prescott and Saunders also scored in
the 200-meter dash, finishing fourth and fifth, respectively. Teammate
Ackeem Forde joined the party with a third place finish in 21.11 seconds.
Forde fared even better in the 400-meter dash , winning in a time of 47.27
seconds. Nathan Blackwell added another point for the Eagles with his
eighth-place finish. Blake Figgins finished fourth in the 800-meters
(1 : 51. 33).
The Eagles thrived in the distances races, making up the most ground after
a 1-2-3 finish in the 1,500-meter run by Cole Sanseverino ( 3 : 50.93).
David Brent (3 : 51.14) and Austin Hendrix (3 : 51.49); and a 1-2 finish in
the 5,000-meter run by Terefe Ejigu (14 : 34.03) and Curtis Vollmar
(14 : 35.86). Hendrix finished eighth in the 5,000 (14 : 57.12) and earned a
point. Ejigu, who was named the meet's Most Valuable Performer, also won
the 10,000-meter run (30 : 0 1 .17) May 13, the first day of competition.
At that point, the Eagles still trailed Akron by a slight margin. But Eastern
was able to catch up with Akron when freshman standout Vanier Joseph
won the 110-meter high hurdles. The 2009 Michigan High School Class B
hurdling champion posted a 14.03 time, edging out Akron's Tyshaun
Peoples and teammate Kevin Lanier (14.38), who finished third in the
race. Lanier also placed sixth (55.51) in the 400-meter hurdles while
Daniel Collins placed seventh (55. 71) for the Eagles in the event.
In the final two events of the day, Eastern mixed skill with, perhaps, a bit

of luck. Trailing Akron by the slimmest of margins - 168.5 to 168 - the
Eagles went i nto the 4x100-meter relay knowing they needed to turn the
tide. The Eagles stormed out of the gates and never let up, crossing the
fi nish line in first place with a time of 40.27, just .11 seconds ahead of
Akron.
Going into the final event - the 4x400-meter relay - EMU had made up a
40-poi nt deficit. To lay clai m to their 21st title, the Eagles needed to finish
third or better as wel l as at least one spot ahead of Akron.
A�er an intense first leg that was neck-and-neck between the Eagles and
the Zips, Akron's Phil Ferguson, during the second leg, was called for a
lane violation for going outside of his designated lane. As a result, Akron
was disqualified and Eastern Michigan would continue to a second-place
finish and, ultimately, the MAC title.
In addition to winning the MAC, the Eagles also placed eight performers on
the All-MAC squad. Those making the team were Brent, Forde, Oliver
Walther, Joseph, Sanseverino, Allen and Ejigu. Interim Head Coach John
Goodridge was named the Coach of the Year, an award he also garnered
at the fi nish of the i ndoor MAC championships.
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Summer is here and, if you're feeling festive, there's one thing you can
count on in Ypsilanti - a full slate of festivals.
June 8, 2010 issue
Ypslanti area offers
number of summer
festivals, concerts
to enjoy

-·---

By Amy E. Whitesall
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"There's really almost no room (on the calendar) for another festival, " said
Debbie Locke-Daniel, executive director of the Ypsilanti Convention and
visitors bureau. "There's always something going on."
Cars and music dominate the summer lineup - especially in Riverside Park
- with the Camara Superfest and Michigan ElvisFest still ahead. The
Michigan Brewers Association's Beerfest sells out every year, and the
Independence Day Parade and Ypsilanti Heritage Festival are as much a
part of summer as hot dogs on the grill.
And many of the events are free, there's little excuse to stay at home.
Here's a look at some of what's in store :
June 26: Ton-Up Motorcycle Show
Cafe Racer Vintage Motorcycle Sales and Service sponsors this motorcycle
show, music festival and swap meet in Depot Town. Music and events,
including the Cafe Racer Pin-Up Girl contest, run from noon to midnight.
Ton-up, for those who wonder, refers to going more than 100 mph. The
event is free. For more information, go to http://www.caferacerypsi.com/
July 1 -4: LakeShore Fireworks Celebration
A new annual event at LakeShore Apartments, this family community
celebration runs four nights, with fireworks July 2-3. LakeShore
Apartments is at the corner of Grove and Bridge Roads in Ypsilanti
Township, with facilities located on Ford Lake. Festivities include carnival
rides, a petting zoo, circus, classic car show, talent contest, monster truck
rides, arts & crafts, and on-stage entertainment.
Except for carnival rides , the event is free. For more information, go to
www.lakeshorecelebration.com.
July 2-4: Michigan Camaro
Superfest
The longest running all-Camara event
in the U.S. roars into Riverside Park. -�liH
The 2010 show is a tribute to Camara r""'!!�-""i:.:
pace cars. The Indy 500 pace cars
from 1967, 1969, 1982, 1993, 2009
and 2010 will take center stage, along
with restored, unrestored and street
modified Camaros from several states CAMARO CRAZIES: The 19th
and Canadian provinces. The show
Annual Michigan Camaro
starts at 8 a.m. Friday and runs
Superfest is scheduled July 2-4,
through 2 p.m. Sunday. The event is in Riverside Park.
free. For more information, call (734)
397-5182 or go to www.camarosuperfest.com.
July 4: Independence Day parade
The American Legion and Ypsilanti Jaycees sponsor this Independence Day
tradition, one of Michigan's oldest and most prestigious celebrations of our
nation's Independence. The parade begins at 11 a.m. The route starts at

Wallace, heads down Cross Street and ends in Depot Town at Rice Street.
The parade is free. For more information, call (734) 483-4444.
July 9-10: Michigan ElvisFest

It's all things Elvis at Riverside Park.
Elvis Presley fans - young and old can enjoy the talents of National Elvis
Tribute Artists. The event includes stilt
walkers, a car show, a children's area
where they can make instruments, a
greyhound rescue petting area and 1 0
o f the best Elvis tribute artists i n the
world. The cost is $15 ($ 10 advance)
Friday, July 9; and $25 ($20 advance)
Saturday, July 10. Kids 12 and under
get in free. For more information, go
to www.mielvisfest.org.
THE KING AND 'Y: The
Michigan ElvisFest returns to
Ypsilanti's Riverside Park July
9-10. Elvis fans, young and old,
can enjoy the music of the King
from various tribute artists.

July 10: Shadow Art Fair

A juried art fair that showcases local
artists, the Shadow Art Fair happens
twice a year - in December and J uly.
The fair features music, beer and 40
artists who display their work, from noon to midnight, in the Corner
Brewery, 720 Norris St. The event is free, but anyone under 21 must be
accompanied by a parent. For more information, go to
http : //www.shadowartfair.com/.
July 17: Freedom Jamboree

Local country, bluegrass and gospel bands entertain from 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
at the Ypsilanti Township Community Center, 2025 E. Clark Rd. The event
is sponsored by the Club Canton Country Lounge and includes raffles,
concessions and children's activities. There is no cost, but a donation 1s
requested. For more information, call (734) 544-3838 or go to
www.ytown.org
July 23-24: 13th Annual Beer Fest

More than 300 beers are available to
taste from more than 50 Michigan
breweries - try 'em all! Admission
includes 15 drink tokens, each good
for a 3-oz. sample. Additional tokens
are available for 50 cents apiece
inside the festival . The Michigan
Brewers Association sponsors the
beerfest and caps attendance at 5,000 BEER GARDEN: The 13th Annual
to keep lines and crowds under
Beer Fest is scheduled July 23control. Attendees must be 2 1 to
24 in Riverside Park. More than
enter the festival. Cost is $ 30 advance 300 different beers from more
($35 at gate if available) for Friday
than so different Michigan
and $35 advance ($40 at gate if
breweries will be available.
available) Saturday. Designated driver
tickets are available in advance online for $5. For more information, go to
www.michiganbrewersguild.org.
August 6-7: Michigan Roots Jamboree

A two-day outdoor music and art festival, the Michigan Roots Jamboree
showcases the finest roots music talent the Midwest has to offer, from rock
to bluegrass, to jazz and funk. This family-friendly camping event brings
local and regional acts to two stages in Riverside Park. The Depot Town
Community Development Corporation sponsors the event. Proceeds go to
support local parks and improve community spaces. A single-day ticket
costs $ 15, and a weekend pass with camping is $50. For more information,
go to www.rootsjamboree.com.

August 7-8: Thunder over Michigan 2010

The Thunder Over Michigan air show boasts the largest gathering of WWII
heavy bombers in the world at Willow Run Airport. Each day's show
includes a battle reenactment. Discounted tickets are available online.
Gates open at 9 a.m. Cost is $30 at the gate while kids under 16 get in
free. Advance tickets are $20 through June 30 and $25 through Aug. 8.
Parking is $10 ( $5 advance). For more information, go to
www.yankeeairmuseum.org.
August 13-15: US 12 Heritage Trail Yard Sale

The US 12 Heritage Trail spans 212 miles of southern Michigan, stretching
from Detroit to New Buffalo and, of course passing through Ypsilanti.
Michigan's longest garage sale offers everything from antiques,
collectables, furniture, dishware, fresh garden produce, homemade jams
and jellies, live entertainment and interesting people. Check the website
for a garage sale map, which will be updated beginning in mid-July. For
more information, go to www.us12heritagetrail .org.
August 20-22:
Ypsilanti
Heritage
Festival

The Festival
Parade kicks off
this annual
family and
community
happening in
Riverside Park.
An Ypsilanti
tradition, the
festival has
something for
everyone historic displays, !::!
OUR HERITAGE: The Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
unique crafts,
food booths a offers a variety of family events, including a Living
History encampment, every August. This year's
Nightmare '
Cruise ugly car festival is Aug. 20-22 in Riverside Park.
contest, rubber
duck races and entertainment stages. Events run Friday and Saturday,
noon to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. The event is free. For more
information, go to www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com.
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August 29: Fire Truck Muster

The Michigan Firehouse Museum's Fire Truck Muster brings 25-30 antique
and classic fire trucks to Riverside Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Check out
vintage trucks from the 1920s through the 1960s, and watch the old
pumpers spray water over the river. Visitors also can get 1n touch with
their inner firefighter as they take a turn at the fire hose or try on
firefighting gear. The event is free. For more information, call (734) 5470663 or visit http ://www.michiganfirehousemuseum.org/.
These events occur all summer long.
Rolling Hills Water Park: Rolling Hills County Park, 7660 Stony Creek

Rd., Ypsilanti. The water park is open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Memorial Day
through Labor Day. Ride the water slides, catch a wave in the zero-depth
wave pool, float the lazy river and play in the spray grounds. There's also
sand and water play areas for toddlers, a sun deck and complete
concessions. A daily vehicle pass is $5 for county residents and $9 for non
residents. A water park entry fee is $6 for residents and $8 for non
residents (weekdays); and $7 for residents and $9 for non-residents
(weekends/holidays). Those under 36" get in free. For more information,

call (734) 484-9676 or go to
http ://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/parks_recreation/rolling%
20hills
Crossroads Music Festivals:

Enjoy free open air concerts every Friday night, June 4- Aug. 21, on N.
Washington St. in downtown Ypsilanti. Bands and performers change
weekly, but they all start at 7 p.m. Opening acts are especially family
friendly, so get out and hang with the neighbors. The event is free. For
more Information, go to www.ypsicrossroads.com.
Depot Town Cruise nights

Hotrods and classic cars fill E. Cross Street every Thursday night from 5-9
p.m. ( u nless it rains), with h ula hoop contests for the kids and live music
for the adults. Cruise season runs June 10- Sept. 9. The event is free. For
more i nformation, go to www.depottownforward.com.
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EMU president elected
to Ann Arbor SPARK
Board of Directors

By Ron Podell
• Susan Martin and
Leigh Greden
• AnnMarie Gilbert
• Elizabeth FrancisConnolly
• Ron Woods
• Lindy Wagner
• EMU's Historical
Preservation
Program
• Arnold
Fleischmann
• Megan Rotar
• Jay Alexander
• Darby Peters
• Cam Burke and
Marty Jeppesen
• Janelle Mitchell
• Jenny Scherer and
Sarah Gerber
• Corey Chaffins
• Kendall Lewis
• Johnny Sears
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Susan Martin, Eastern Michigan University's
president, was recently elected to the board of
directors for Ann Arbor SPARK, a nonprofit
organization that seeks to bring businesses to
the Ann Arbor area and help them flourish.

"It's a distinct privilege and opportunity to be
named to the Ann Arbor SPARK board of
directors," Martin said. "SPARK has had a
tremendous effect on business growth in the
area, and will play a crucial role in the area's
economic future."
Leigh Greden, EMU's executive director of
government and community relations, was
among six new members named to the SPARK
executive committee.

Martin

The organization is in its fifth year of assisting in the creation of economic
opportunities throughout the region and state. SPARK's board of directors
meets annually and provides broad direction for the organization. The executive
committee meets every other month and provides regular guidance and
oversight. Several members of the board also serve on the executive
committee.

Gilbert

AnnMarie Gilbert, EMU's head
women's basketball coach, was
inducted
into
the
Ohio
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Columbus, Ohio, May 22. Gilbert
was recognized as part of the
which
class,
annual
fifth
included nine-time NBA All-Star
and coaching legend Lenny
Wilkens. Gilbert was recognized
at a dinner at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center.

Gilbert played for two seasons (1986-88) at Mid-American Conference member
Ohio University. She transferred to Oberlin for her junior and senior seasons
(1989-91), where she was a two-time Kodak First-Team All-American, a two
time NCAC Player of the Year, the Honda Division III Athlete of the Year and the
Champion USA/WBCA Player of the Year in 1991. As a junior at Oberlin, Gilbert
led the nation in scoring (31.1 points per game) and was the nation's second
leading scorer as a senior (31.3 ppg). She set the NCAA Division III record for
points in a game with 61 against Allegheny, Feb. 6, 1991. She is still the
Oberlin record holder for points in a season (778, 1989-90), field goals in a
game (28), field goals in a season (319) and free throws made and attempted
in a game (13-of-17 vs. Case Western Reserve, Jan. 6, 1990). In just two
seasons as a player at Oberlin, she registered 1,527 points to become the
school's leading scorer, a record that stood until 2002.
Gilbert set 24 school records and 10 conference records as a player and still
holds 10 standing NCAA Division III records. She received an invitation to
compete for the U.S. team in the 1990 Pan Am Games trials in Colorado
Springs. Oberlin retired her jersey in 1994 and, in 2001, she was inducted into
the Oberlin College Athletic Hall of Fame. Gilbert was a Street & Smith's All
American, a McDonald's All-Star game participant and was Ohio Miss Basketball
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her senior year of high school.
Elizabeth Francis
Connolly, director of
EMU's School of Health
Sciences, received the
American Occupational
Therapy Association
Roster of Fellows Award
for Exceptional Research
Mentoring and
Groundbreaking
Scholarship.The award
recognizes occupational
therapists who, with their
knowledge and expertise,
have made a significant
contribution to the
continuing education and
professional development
of occupational
therapists.

AWARD WINNER: Elizabeth Francis-Connolly
(seated, middle front), displays her Roster of
Fellows Award for Exceptional Research
Mentoring and Groundbreaking Scholarship she
received from the American Occupational
Therapy Association. Connolly is director of
EMU's School of Health Sciences.

Ron Woods, an EMU
professor of AfricanAmerican Studies, is currently serving on the Ann Arbor Housing Commission.
His term runs through Apnl 30, 2011. The Ann Arbor Housing Commission is
governed by a board of five city residents, each of whom is appointed by the
mayor and approved by City Council for a five-year term, with one
Commissioner's term expiring each year. The Commission seeks to provide
desirable housing and related support services for low-income individuals and
families on a transitional and/or permanent basis.

Lindy Wagner, an EMU junior from Silverwood, Mich., is this year's EMU
Federation of Teachers scholarship winner. Wagner is a violin performance
major who came to EMU especially to study with Dan Foster, an EMU professor
of music. Wagner wrote an essay on "The Importance of Labor in Education"
and was selected, among many applicants, by the EMUFT Scholarship
Committee. In her spare time, Wagner teaches violin. After graduation, she
would like to secure a position in a professional orchestra.
The EMUFT Labor Lives Scholarship, worth $500, is awarded annually to a
sophomore or higher-level student. It is the only annual scholarship awarded
by a labor organization at EMU.
Eastern Michigan University's Historical Preservation Program was
highlighted in a May 24 Detroit News story about how EMU has rescued
Michigan's historical marker program. Students from EMU's Historical
Preservation Program will handle marker requests for buildings, including
homes, railroad depots and theatres. The marker program annually receives 20
to 30 requests a year from persons or communities, who pay to have the green
metal markers made and engraved with historical information, according to the
article.
..;;.;.;...u.,,1...,.,...,_,..'-'-,

Arnold Fleischmann, head of EMU's Political Science
Department, was quoted in a recent USA Today article that
looked at how counties and cities are showing interest in
merging to combat strained government budgets.
"The economic situation is the reason a lot of jurisdictions
are taking a look at this," Fleishmann said in the article.

He went on to describe how combining such operations is
complex and controversial, especially when schools are
involved. Such mergers are often rejected by taxpayers
Fleischmann
due to fears about higher taxes and reduced services, he
said. While costs savings aren't always substantial, Fleischmann said "spending
doesn't grow as rapidly."

Megan Rotar, an adviser in EMU's Disability Resource Center, was recently
elected to a three-year term as treasurer of the Michigan Association on Higher
Education and Disabilities (Ml-AHEAD). Ml-AHEAD was founded in 1987 as a
state organization for professionals working with students and staff with
disabilities in higher education. This not-for-profit organization is committed to
providing professional development for service providers in order to enhance
opportunities and assure full inclusion in all areas of higher education.
Jay Alexander, EMU's head baseball coach, has been named to the American
Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) College Playing Rules Committee. His
duties include interpreting collegiate rules involving all divisions and developing
uniformity and consistency in interpretation and administration of baseball
rules. This committee will receive recommendations for rule changes and
revisions from coaches, umpires and conferences. This committee also will
recommend rule changes and revisions to the NCAA Baseball Rules Committee.
The ABCA is the primary professional organization for baseball coaches at the
amateur level. Its over 6,200 members represent all 50 states and 22 countries.
Since 1945, Association membership has broadened to include seven divisions NCAA Division I, II and III, NAIA, junior college, high school and youth.
Darby Peters, a junior on
EMU's women's golf team, was
named Academic All-Mid
American Conference, the
conference office announced
June 1. Peters was also named
First Team All-MAC at the MAC
Championships earlier this
year.
Peters, who boasts a 3.45 GPA
in business, averaged 76.2
Peters
strokes per round, good for
seventh best in the conference. The Lake Orion, Mich. native finished with the
sixth-lowest single-season average in school-history. She finished in the top 10
in five events, including a third-place finish at the Nittany Lion Invitational with
a 221 (73-73-75).
The Academic All-MAC honor is for student-athletes who have excelled in
athletics and academics. To qualify, a student-athlete must have at least a 3.20
cumulative GPA and have participated in at least 50 percent of the contests for
that particular sport. First-year students and junior college transfers in their
first year of residence are not eligible for the award.
Cam Burke and Marty Jeppeson, members of EMU's men's golf team, were
among 25 players named to the Golf Coaches Association of America Division I
PING All-Region Team. The two were named to the Midwest team.
Burke picked up his second consecutive Mid-American Conference first-team
accolade in 2009-10 with an average of 72.7 strokes per round, good for third
lowest in the conference. The Baden, Ontario native had a runner-up finish at
the FAU Spring Break Championship with a four-under 209 (71-69-69) and took
fourth at the MAC Championships with a one-under 287 (74-72-70-71). Burke
had 18 rounds of par-or-better this season and 34 rounds in his career. Ranked
193th according to the Golfweek/Sagarin system, he finished in the top 10 in
five events this season.
Jeppesen moved up to the MAC's first team after earning second-team honors
in 2009. He shot an average of 73.2 strokes per round, good for eighth lowest
in the conference. The Saline native had a runner-up finish at The Firestone
Invitational with a 212 (69-71-72) and placed sixth place at the MAC
Championships with a 293 (71-74-74-74). He has shot 17 rounds of par-or
better this season and 28 rounds in his career. He is ranked 258th, according to
the Golfweek/Sagarin system.
Janelle Mitchell, a junior on
EMU's women's rowing team,

was named to the Division I
All-Central Region Second
Team by the Collegiate Rowing Coaches Association (CRCA). These awards
recognize the outstanding performances of rowers and coxswains from each of
the five regions, organized into first and second-team selections.
Mitchell

Nominated student-athletes are evaluated on the strength of their team's
regional finish, coaches' recommendations and 2,000-meter erg score.
Nominees must be eligible student-athletes who have competed in their teams'
varsity boat in 75 percent of races this season.
Mitchell and seven of her teammates earned national scholar-athlete recognition
from the CRCA. These included Heather Anderson of St. Catharines, Ontario;
Leigh Azkoulof of Alda; Kate Dirks of St. Catharines, Ontario; Kristen
Dunkin of Tripp City, Ohio; Anamarie Esteva of Ann Arbor; Jennifer Fox of
Waterford and Noel McAuliffe of Goodrich.
Jenny Scherer, a senior outfielder, and sophomore catcher Sarah Gerber,
both members of EMU's softball team, were named to the All-Mid-American
Conference Softball Team. Scherer, named to the first team for a second time,
concluded her career as the school's all-time leader in home runs (48) and
RBis (131). This year, she hit 12 home runs and 33 RBis, hit . 316 and set
career highs in hits (48) and stolen bases (nine). Gerber registered a .977
fielding percentage behind the plate and picked off two base runners, allowed
just two passed balls and gunned down 25 potential base stealers. She
batted .301 and tied for the league lead in doubles with eight. The Eagles
finished the season with an overall record of 19-30-1, with an 8-13-1 record in
MAC play.The two also were named to the All-Academic MAC Team, which was
composed of 20 players. To be nominated, a student-athlete must have at least
a 3.2 cumulative GPA and have participated in at least 50 percent of the
contests for that particular sport.
Corey Chaffins, a junior right
handed pitcher on EMU's baseball
team, was recently named to the
2010 ESPN The Magazine Baseball
Academic All-District IV Second
Team. Chaffins, a biology majort----=----
with a 3.42 GPA, has a 4-4 record
with a 5.92 ERA (as of May 13)
and 77 strikeouts.
Kendall Lewis, a sophomore Chaffins
righthanded pitcher for EMU, was
named a First Team All-Mid American Conference selection at the annual MAC
Tournament banquet in Chillicothe, Ohio, May 25. Heading into the MAC
Tournament, Lewis had a 6-4 record on the mound with a 4.13 earned run
average in 13 starts. Lewis earned four national accolades as well as MAC West
Pitcher of the Week honors after pitching an 11-inning complete game shutout
versus Western Michigan University April 24. Lewis went all 11 innings in the
victory, giving up just three hits and a walk.
Johnny Sears, an EMU senior
defensive back, signed a free
agent contract with the Cincinnati
Bengals. The 6-foot, 184-pound
Sears played just one season at
EMU as a starting cornerback and
kick returner. Before a hamstring
injury sidelined him at the end of
the 2009 season, Sears played in
nine games, recording 23 solo
tackles, 14 assists, seven pass
Sears
deflections and one blocked kick.
He also returned 33 kickoffs for
775 yards, good for a 22.9 average to lead the team.
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The following Eastern Michigan University employees are celebrating
service anniversaries this month.
40 Years
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Twenty-three EMU
employees celebrate
service
anniversaries in
June

Gerald Hartenburg, scientific
instrument technician I, biology
department (40 years)

35 Years

By Alyssa Eckles

John Edgren, professor, economics
department (31 years)
Hartenburg

30 Years

Earl Roggeman, senior academic evaluator, records and registration (30
years)
Carol Post, clerk, telephone services, Dining Commons One (30 years)
Malcolm Marts, manager, plant support services, mail services (30 years)
Pradeep Chowdhry, associate professor, management (30 years)

25 Years
Teri Papp, administrative associate to the vice president, student affairs
(25 years)
Lynette Findley, assistant, vice president of retention and student
success, retention services (25 years)

20 Years
Karen Woods, advertising and promotions specialist,
EMU dining (20 years)
David Woike, academic department head, music and
dance department (20 years)
Robert Kiss, associate professor, accounting and
finance department (20 years)
15 Years
1

Woike

Kathryn Wilhoff, director of
health and safety, health

Wilhoff

safety administration (15 years)

Deborah Sowa, admissions processor, admissions (15 years)
William Lynn, custodian, custodial services (15 years)
Clifford Elston, senior computer network system administrator, College of
Education dean's office (15 years)

10 Years
Carla Coleman, payroll
practitioner I, payroll (10 years)
Amber Torok, library assistant
III, Halle Library (10 years)
Stephanie Swilley, collections
specialist, accounting (10 years)
Karen Mclean, specialist,
Service EMU (10 years)
Renelda Latondress,
accountant I, accounting (10
years)

Mclean

Rose Golden, information systems clerk, cashier's office (10 years)
Susan Campbell, research office associate, research development (10
years)
Patricia Breilein, program coordinator, continuing education, non-credit
programs (10 years)
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Former EMU
chemistry,
education
professors die

By Ron Podell

Clark Spike, a chemistry professor at Eastern Michigan University for 27
years, died May 7. He was 88.
While at EMU from 1958-1983, Spike was a chemistry professor and
served, at various times, as department head, acting dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences and interim associate vice president for academic
affairs. Upon retirement, Spike was granted emeritus status.
Spike received his doctorate and master's degree from the University of
Michigan, and his bachelor's degree from Michigan State Normal College
(now EMU).
Spike was a member of the American Chemical Society,
Sigma Xi and the Michigan Association of Environmental
Professionals. He was an alternate member of the
Michigan Environmental Review Board.
Spike, a Grass Lake resident, was involved in developing
the Elderwise group and was a longtime member of
Emanuel United Church of Christ in Manchester. His
leisure interests included gardening, photography and
puttering around in his home workshop.

Spike
Before coming to EMU, Spike was a chemist for the
Chrysler Corporation and a research chemist for Ethyl Corporation in
Detroit. While at Chrysler, Spike was a part of history, contributing to the
Manhattan Project.
"The Manhattan Project was responsible for the development of the atom
bomb. I did analytical work for the Chrysler Corporation on the problem
they had separating radiation isotopes for the atom bomb," Spike said in a
1977 press release. "I played a very small part ... They didn't even tell us
what we were working on."
Spike is survived by his wife, Avis; a daughter, Susan Souder, of Dexter; a
son, James R. Spike of New Hampshire; two sisters, Ethel Clare, of
Whitford, and Barbara Rybak, of Madison, Ind.; and one grandson.
Memorial donations may be given to the EMU Foundation, to be used for
the Clark and Avis Spike Endowment Fund.
l"!!'�l!!!"01181• Gordon A. Belt, a professor of education at Eastern Michigan
University for 24 years, died May 11 at Arbor Hospice
Residence. He was 84.
Belt was born June 3, 1925, in Grand Rapids, Mich. On Nov.
26, 1948, he married Florence Rice in East Lansing.
Belt was in the United States Navy during World War II,
serving in the South Pacific. He later retired as a Lt.
Commander of the Navy. He was a professor of education at EMU from
1968-92, according to records from EMU's Human Resources Office.
Belt

Survivors include his wife, Florence; two daughters, Carol Ann Bishop and
Connie Sue Allen; one sister, two brothers-in-law, three grandchildren,
Charla Engelmeyer, Robert Anthony and Autumn Rybak; and one great
grandson.

3)

A memorial gathering took place May 22 at the family residence in Saline.
Burial took place at the Oakwood Cemetery in Saginaw. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to Arbor Hospice. To sign Belt's
guestbook or to leave a memory, visit obits.mlive.com/obituaries/
annarbor/.
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ZERO CLUB: Eastern Michigan University faculty, staff and students form a giant human "zero
percent" on the north lawn of the Student Center at the "Yes, There IS a FREE Lunch" picnic May 20.
The zero was to celebrate and signify the zero percent increase in tuition, fees, room and board at EMU
this fall. The promotion will be used in a television commercial and for other pomotional purposes. The
photo appeared in USA Today as part of a May 25 article on how U.S. colleges and universities are
grappling with tuition rates.
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ZEROING IN: Emi Cummings, (middle) a graduate assistant who works in the Student Center ticket
operations office, holds up an EMU "zero percent" T-shirt for size at the "Yes, There IS a FREE Lunch"
picnic outside the Convocation Center May 20. Autumn Tangalakis (left), student secretary in
University Marketing, mans the T-shirt table. Hundreds of EMU students, faculty, staff and alumni
donned the shirts to form a human "zero percent" sign that was photographed. The photos will be
used for a television commercial and other promotional purposes.
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IT'S YOUR DAY: (tr-om left) During EMU Day in Lansing May 26, Eastern Michigan University Provost
Jack Kay discusses issues with Rep. David Hildebrand CR-Lowell), the state Senate's minority floor
leader. Gail Turluch, an EMU alumna, and Ramona Cosme, a current EMU student, also are pictured.
Approximately 60 EMU faculty, staff, students, administrators and alumni took a bus to Lansing and
talked to legislators about a variety of issues. These included EMU's efforts to keep college affordable
for Michigan students with its 0-0-0 efforts; a capital outlay funding request for renovation of Strong
Hall; to voice opposition to the idea of state community colleges offering four-year degrees; and
opposition to allowing students to legally carry firearms to campus.
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WINDOW TO EMU: From this perspective from the new Science Complex addition, there is a
panoramic view of campus, including (from left) Halle Library, the Bowen parking structure, the
Student Center and a portion of Brown-Munson Apartments. Construction of the addition to the
Science Complex will continue through September. For a look at some of the recent construction work
there, go to http://www.emich.edu/video/index.php?v=markj0610.
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BIRD SERVES AS SEED FOR ART: Brittany Woodward, an EMU senior from Detroit, takes notes about
"Common Loon," a painting in Carol Hanna's MA thesis exhibition, entitled "Songs of Birds." Hanna's
art, on display in Ford Gallery, was inspired by a moment when she listened to a bird sing in a wooded
area along the Lake Michigan shore. A gallery reception took place May 26 .
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D IGITAL DOMAI N: This LCD/LED digital billboard, located at the corner of Hewitt Road and Huron
River Drive, advertises Eastern Michigan University's "0-0-0" tuition, room and board campaign for the
2010-20 11 academic year. The University installed four new digital billboards in high-traffic locations
that will be used to communicate emergency and University messages. The other billboards, which are
not yet functional, are located at Cross Street and College Place, the parking structure drive and the
Walton-Putnam service drive . To make a request to promote an EMU program, event or activity, visit
emich.edu/digitalboards. For more information, call University Marketing at 487-2483.
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CARVING UP COLLEGE PLACE : This backhoe and bulldozer worked in tandem to rip up College Place,
which is undergoing a total reconstruction of the road this summer. The road will be ripped up and
repaved, with minor work on the city water main and new concrete for sidewalks. Work is expected to
take two months, so the road will be closed to through traffic until Aug. 10. Eastern Michigan
University has contributed $70,000 to this project with the City of Ypsilanti paying $430,000 from
federal economic stimulus funds. When finished, the city also will be responsible for maintaining the
college thoroughfare.
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LITTLE ME: Belle (played by Wyandotte junior Kelly Stonebraker) sits on the lap of the miserly
banker, Mr. Pinchley ( pl ayed by Milan senior Andy Orscheln) in a musical number scene from "Little
Me." Belle has just won over Mr. Pinchley to get him to help the poor people of Drifter's Row, where
she's from. For a peek at the performance and interviews with director Ken Stevens and some of the
principal actors, go to http:/ /www.emich.edu/video/index.php?v= littleme. The EMU Theatre
production, based on Neil Simon's musical comedy, concludes its run June 10-12, 7 p.m., in Sponberg
Theatre. Tickets are $ 1 0 for regular admission and students, and $7 for MAINSTAGE patrons . For
tickets, call 487-2282 or visit www.emutix.com .
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The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Halle Library entrance construction:

June 8, 2010 issue
News Briefs

Construction recently began to repair the
entrance plaza at Halle Library. The contractor
started on the north half of the plaza area. The
overall construction is expected to take up to 10
weeks. During the course of construction, the
main entrance will remain open. For questions,
contact the Physical Plant at 487-4196.

By Ron Podell
• Halle Library
entrance
construction
• College Place work
begins
• Little Me
• EMU Federation of
Teachers Election
• Relay For Life of
Ypsilanti
• Inkstains Summer
Writers Camp
• COE calls for
comment for
NCATE
accreditation
• Grant funding
available for
displaced
workers/students
• Important Pray
Harrold update
• Fulbright
Scholarship
competition now
open
• Request for grant
applications

College Place work begins: The College Place

project between Forest and West Cross streets is
under way and is scheduled to be completed by
- Aug. 22. During this project, this section of
-.......... ,
College Place will be closed, as well as the
sidewalks. The Pease lot is open and is one
f,
single parking lot for faculty, student, and staff
hang tag parking. The Pease lot will be
accessible from Forest. The scope of this project
l......"--------'-.....:.---_J includes: the renovation of College Place;
Pl,.AZA PATCHWORK : The replacement of the sidewalks along College
entrance plaza to Halle
Place; the upgrading of the ADA ramps on the
Library is currently under corners of West Cross and College Place; the
repair and will remain so installation of a back-flow preventer by the
for up to 10 weeks. The
Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority (YCUA);
main entrance is still open. and four stamped crossing areas along College
Place and Forest Street. In addition, the small
parking lot next to Pierce will be renovated and the entrance into the
Pease lot from Forest Steet will be widened. For more information,
contact Dieter Otto at 487-0306.
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• Little Me: Eastern Michigan
University Theatre will close its
2009-2010 season with Neil Simon's
upbeat musical comedy, "Little Me. "
Directed by Ken Stevens with
musical direction by R. MacKenzie
Lewis, " Little Me" takes a few good
hearted pokes at love, life and the
American upper class. "Little Me,"
based on Patrick Dennis's 1961
novel, has remaining performances
scheduled Thursday, June 10,
through Saturday, June 12, 7 p.m,
Sponberg Theatre. Picnic games and
goodies will be available to the
audience 30 minutes before
showtime. Tickets are $10 for
regular admission and students, and
$7 for MAINSTAGE patrons. For
LITTLE ME: The EMU Theatre
tickets, call 487-2282 or visit
production, "Little Me,"
www .emutix.com.
concludes its run June 10-1 2, 7
• EMU Federation of Teachers
election: The EMU Federation of
Teachers will conduct an election for
a collective bargaining unit

p.m., in Sponberg Theatre. In
this scene, Belle (played by
Wyandotte junior Kelley
Stonebreaker), the poorest girl
in town, has fallen in love with
Noble (played by Milan senior

representing adjunct teaching
Andy Orscheln), the richest boy
instructors at the University. The
in town, who has invited her to
new bargaining unit would include
his "sweet sixteen" party.
instructional staff teaching at least
one credit hour at the University. The election will take place by mail
ballot. Ballots were to be mailed to all eligible voters by May 21. Ballots
are to be returned to the Detroit Michigan Employment Relations
Comission (MERC) office no later than 5 p .m. June 14. The ballots will be
counted by MERC at 10 a.m. June 15. For further information about the
election, contact the Employment Relations Commission at (313) 4563510.
Board of Regents
meeting: The Eastern
Michigan University Board
of Regents meets
Tuesday, June 15. The
schedule is as follows :
Athletic Affairs
-•r-.,.llll"l comm1ttee, 12 : 45-1 : 30
p.m., 201 Welch Hall;
Faculty Affairs
Committee, 12 : 45-1 : 30
p.m., 205 Welch Hall;
Educational Policies
Committee, l : 45-2 : 30
SUMMER SUMMIT: The EMU Board of
Hall ;
Regents is scheduled to meet Tuesday, June 1 .
5
Committee, 1 : 45-2 : 30 p.m., 201 Welch Hall ; Finance and Audit
Committee, 2 : 45-3 : 30 p.m., 201 Welch Hall; and regular meeting and
communications section, 3 : 45 p.m., 201 Welch Hall. For more
information, contact Jackie Kurtz at 487-2410 or e-mail
jkurtz l__@emich.edu.
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• Campus budget forums: Eastern Michigan University President Susan
Martin and Chief Financial Officer John Lumm invite faculty, staff and
students to an open forum on Eastern's 2010-2011 budget Thursday,
June 17, 2-3 p.m., Student Center Auditorium. The forum will include a
review of this year's budget and an opportunity for questions and
answers. The event is the second of four such forums to take place this
spring and summer. The other forums are Tuesday, July 13, 11 a.m. to
noon; and Wednesday, August 11, 2-3 p.m. For more information,
contact Geoff Larcom at 487-4400 or e-mail glarcom@emich.edu.
• Relay For Life of Ypsilanti: Join Team EMU at this year's Relay For Life
event June 19-20 at Riverside Park in Historic Depot Town. Relay For Life
is a 24-hour team event where the entire community comes together to
celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer, remember loved
ones who've lost their battle, and pledge to fight back every day to end
cancer. A special invitation goes out to all cancer survivors to attend
opening ceremonies June 19, 10 a.m. To join Team EMU, to register as a
survivor or to share a donation, go to relayforlife.org/ypsilantimi. For
more information, contact Martha Costa or Michelle Owens at 487-1338;
or e-mail them at martha.costa@emich.edu or
michelle.owens@emich.edu.
• Inkstains Summer Writers Camp: The Eastern Michigan Writing
Project (EMWP) presents the Inkstains Middle and High School Writers
Camp . The camp runs for one week from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on campus.
For students entering grades 6-8, Inkstains Session 1 will take place July
12-16. For students entering grades 9-12, Inkstains Session 2 will take
place July 19-23. Registrations are now being accepted. For more
information about the camp or to request a brochure and registration
form, please contact Kim Pavlock, EMWP youth and family co
coordinator, at kpavlock@emich.edu.
COE calls for comment for NCATE
� accreditation: The College of Education will host an
� SlPf>datd of Excellen accreditation visit by the National Council for the
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Accreditation of Teacher Education in October.
Interested individuals are invited to submit written
comments for review by the visiting team. The comments must address
substantive matters related to the quality of professional education
programs offered by the COE and should specify the person's relationship
to the institution. Written comments should be submitted to: Board of
Examiners, NCATE, 2010 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Suite 500,
Washington, D.C. 20036-1023; or by e-mail to
califorcomments@ncate.org. The comment period runs through Aug. 26.
• Grant funding available for displaced workers/students: The grant
program, "Providing Higher Education for the Displaced Worker," is
recruiting displaced workers/students seeking to earn a bachelor's degree
in technology management or industrial distribution from the College of
Technology. Applicants must have completed at least 60 college credit
hours in order to be eligible for funding. The State of Michigan has a need
to retrain workers displaced due to the state's severe economic
downturn. Students from community colleges may transfer up to 94
semester hours to EMU to complete their bachelor's degree in technology
management and up to 79 semester hours for a bachelor's degree in
industrial distribution. For more information, contact Pamela Becker at
pam.becker@emich.edu or 487-1161.
• Important Pray
Harrold update: Pray
Harrold is officially
closed for renovation.
Access to the building is
off limits until the
renovation has been
completed. Please refer
to the College of Arts &
Sciences (CAS) website
at www.emich.edu/cas
and go to the "Pray
Harrold
transition/renovation"
link for the new locations FENCED OFF: The Pray-Harrold classroom
of departments formerly is now surrounded by construction fencing
housed in Pray-Harrold. as renovation on the structure has
The main offices for the commenced.
departments of African-American Studies, computer science, English
language & literature, history & philosophy, mathematics and political
science will be located in the Hoyt building. The economics, sociology,
anthropology, criminology, and women's and gender studies departments
are now housed in King Hall. For more information, please call the CAS
dean's office at 487-4344 or stop by 202 Bowen.
• Fulbright Scholarship competition now open: The competition for
the 2011-2012 Core Fulbright Scholar Program for faculty is open. The
deadline for applications is Aug. 2. For more information, visit cies.org.
The Fulbright Student Program competition also is open for the 20112012 year. Fulbright grants offer the opportunity to study and/or teach
abroad for an academic year - all expenses paid. You must have a
bachelor's degree at the time the grant period begins (so it's ideal to
apply in the fall of a student's senior year) and be an American citizen to
qualify. The application deadline is Sept. 15. For opportunities, visit
fulbrig)Jtonline.or_g/home.html. For more information, contact Carla
Damiano at cdamiano@emich.edu.
• Request for grant applications: Women in Philanthropy at EMU seeks
applications for grants up to $5,000 for projects that align with the
mission and vision of EMU. To be considered, projects must : enhance
learning opportunities for EMU faculty, staff, alumni and/or students;
improve the EMU climate through collaborative efforts; foster creativity
and innovation as it relates to EMU; and improve communication among
diverse groups w ithin the EMU community. Eastern Michigan faculty,
staff, alumni, faculty-sponsored students and University-registered
student organizations are el igible to apply for an award. Grant
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applications will be accepted until Oct. 15. Awards will be announced in
mid-to-late November. For information on grant application requirements
and procedures, call the EMU Foundation at (734) 481-2323.
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initially started working at EMU from 1997-1998 as an adjunct professor for the communication department.
After relocating to New York for six years, my family moved back to Michigan and, in the fall of 2006, I was hired
as a full-time faculty member at EMU.
While in New York, I knew that 1f my family ever moved back to Michigan, I would want to work at EMU. My roots
to the University run so deep. Not only did I receive my master's degree from Eastern, but both of my parents and
my husband graduated from the University.
At EMU, I primarily teach organizational communication, small group communication and communication theory. I
also teach the communication capstone course, which I developed as a senior culmination experience to prepare
students for their careers after college. For the capstone course, students research jobs in which they might want
to go. They also complete an academic service-learning project for a nonprofit organization of their choice.
In the classroom, I strive to instill higher-level thinking. I often have students form connections between course
concepts and current events happening around the world. If we can make what we talk about in class connect to
everyday society, then our discussion becomes extremely relevant.
I am lucky I get to come to Eastern and work one-on-one with my students and colleagues. Everyone who works
in the communication area is so committed to Eastern, to one another, to our students and to the communication
program overall. - Contributed by Marietta Ford

