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ABSTRACT
The Advance Placement (AP) Japanese Language and Culture program and examination can be
viewed as common the framework between high school and college-level teachers. We will
introduce the exam format and provide sample responses and commentaries. In addition we will
provide useful resources for Japanese language educators.
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1. The AP Japanese Language and Culture Exam
1.1 General information about the AP Japanese Language and Culture Program and Exam
The AP program offers college-level language instruction at the high school level. In 2012-2013,
there were 34 subjects being offered at the AP level across schools in the United States. The AP
Japanese Language and Culture program is firmly rooted in Standards for Foreign Language
Learning in the 21st Century (Standards) and the program articulates its goals in terms of the
Standards’ three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational. It is
also proficiency-based and aims at the development of the Intermediate-Low to IntermediateMid level proficiency using the ACTFL Proficiency Scale. Students who score 3 or above in the
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AP Japanese exam are considered to have achieved the equivalent of roughly 300 hours of
college-level instruction. Many US colleges and universities honor the AP Japanese exam scores,
making it possible for students to receive an average of anywhere between 3 and 15 credit hours
in Japanese.

1.2 Exam Overview
There are two sections in the AP Japanese exam. Section I consists of multiple-choice questions
that assess communication skills in the interpretive mode by requiring the student to answer
questions about different types of listening stimuli and reading texts. Section II, the free-response
section, assesses communication skills in the interpersonal and presentational modes by requiring
the student to produce written and spoken responses. The interpersonal writing section requires
students to respond to a series of linked questions as part of a simulated exchange of text-chat
messages. The presentational writing section requires students to write an article for the student
newspaper of their sister school in Japan. Students are asked to describe at least three aspects on
the topic and highlight the similarities and differences between the two items. They are also
asked to state a preference and give reasons for it with 300-400 words. They have 20 minutes to
write/word-process using the です／ます or だ style.
The interpersonal speaking section requires students to respond to a series of linked questions as
part of simulated conversations. The exam also assesses speaking in the presentational mode by
requiring students to make a presentation discussing a given cultural topic. They are given 4
minutes to prepare the speech and 2 minutes to deliver it. (For more information about the AP
Japanese exam including the most recent free-response topics and past exam items, please visit
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the AP Central Japanese site:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/157014.html).
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1.3 Computer-based examination
The AP Japanese exam, unlike most other AP subjects, is a computer-based exam. The students,
thus, need to perform the tasks described in Section I and II above with a computer. This means
that teachers need to carefully plan the entire Japanese program to include computer-related
skills and offer ample practice opportunities for students to develop word processing skills in
Japanese, including control of the IME, how to distinguish between long and short vowels and
consonants, and how to select the correct kanji when inputting Japanese. The teachers also need
to ensure that students develop related study skills such as how to take notes, how to formulate
and deliver speeches and written texts in Japanese, and how to outline presentations.

2. Pedagogical framework of AP Japanese Language and Culture curriculum.
Teachers are encouraged to utilize a thematic approach, backward design, authentic materials
and technology in the creation and implementation a curriculum that develops skills in the three
modes of communication.
Recent research indicates enhanced learning when students link, connect, and integrate ideas and
learn in authentic contexts, taking into account their perception of real-world problems
(Brandford, J., Brown, A., & Cocking R., 1999; diSessa, 2001; & Linn & Hsi, 2000). With a
common goal to educate students who can communicate effectively in real-life settings, the
College Board’s Curriculum Frameworks for AP World Languages and Cultures focus on
instructional design structured around the following six themes: Global Challenges, Science and
Technology, Families and Communities, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, and
Beauty and Aesthetics.
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Backward design (Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J., 2005) is a process that clearly defines learning
goals and then focuses assessment before planning for learning activities. Traditional curriculum
design often begins with books and activities we want to teach with some kind of assessment at
the end. With backward design, teachers set the essential understanding of the curriculum or unit,
determine what students need to do to provide evidence of their learning, and plan learning
activities to help students learn what is needed to be successful.
Authentic materials are defined as materials made by native speakers for the native speaking
audience. They are to be used at the linguistically appropriate level.

3. Sample responses and Commentaries
In this section we will introduce sample responses (high, mid, low scores) of the four freeresponse items. : Text Chat (90 sec to respond to each of 6 prompts), Compare & Contrast
Article (20 min to write), Conversation (20 sec to respond to each prompt), and Cultural
Perspective Presentation (4 min to prepare & 2 min to present).

3.1 Text Chat
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The following indicate high, mid, and low scores to this response:
High

Mid

Low

For rest of stimulus, responses, and commentaries see appendix A
3.2 Compare & Contrast Article
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The following indicate high, mid, and low scores to this response:
High

Mid
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Low

3.3 Conversation

High
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Mid

Low

3.4 Cultural Perspective Presentation
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High
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4. Resources
There are many resources that provide useful information about the AP Japanese Language and
Culture program and exam for secondary and post-secondary instructors.

The following is the list of some resources:
1. AP Central: a plethora of information regarding the AP Japanese Language and Culture
program and exam can be found in this site including the course description, past exam items,
and

2. AP Japanese Teachers Community: this is an online community for sharing resources and
discussing teaching strategies. Anyone can join this community.

3. AATJ AP SIG : This SIG consists of both high school and college level educators to discuss
various issues and teaching strategies.

4.AP Summer Institutes and AP One-day Workshop These usually take place at different
location across the country and are conducted by College Board certified consultants.
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