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PUBLIC SPEAKING
Student activities in public speaking have been directed by the following officers
composing the Oratorical Board : President, Kirk Seaton; Vice-President, William
Underwood; Secretary, Alice Bradbury; Pi Kappa Delta Representative, Willard
Morris; Faculty Representative, Professor McKay. This board arranges the numerous
details in connection with the local contests, and , through its president and faculty
representative, affiliates the work with the intercollegiate contests in oratory and
debate.
In the field of oratory there have be~n inspiring results. The tryouts brought out
twenty-three contestants; and the final college contest resulted in the selection of
Ruth Thompson and Carl Forsythe, both sophomores, as the college orators. The
state contest was entertained royally by the Normal College on March 5th. Miss
Thompson presented her oration, "Leadership in a Democracy," in the afternoon
contest, and while giving a good account of herself, was awarded sixth place. In
the evening, Mr. Forsythe as first among seven speakers spoke upon the theme, "For
Those Yet To Be.'' Such!. was the excellence of his thought and the poise and eloquence
of his delivery that he received four firsts from the six judges, thus winning the state
contest by a considerable margin. He next entered the Eastern Divisional Contest
at the University of Kentucky, where he was chosen to enter the national contest at
Evanston, Illinois, April 3oth. There he won second place for Ypsilanti among one
hundred forty colleges in fifteen different states .
Debating was this year an outstanding interest. There were four men's and two
women's teams in the field. While most of the debates were of the decision type,
we experimented also with the forum discussion, so that no definite record of victories
and defeats can be made. It enabled the debaters to get considerable more experience
than would otherwise have been possible. The season opened with a triangular
women's debate with Western State Normal School and Olivet College. The affirmative team, consisting of Evelyn Cooney, Grace Bravender, and Ernestine Anderson
met Olivet there in a forum discussion, while Gladys Lackie, Myrta Styckle, and
Alice Bradbury of the negative met and were defeated by Western State Normal on
the home platform. They met Heidelberg University in a split -team debate on March
19th, and are scheduled to meet Ferris Institute in a single debate in the spring term .
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The men's first-line teams- Garland H. Harrell, Willard Morris, and Kirk Seaton,
affirmative; Harold Westlake, Harry R . Meyering, and William Underwood ,
negative-opened the season with debates at Owosso and Durand on February 5th
with Alma College, the affirmative losing and the negative winning. On February
12th, they entered the Michigan Debating League contests, the affirmative defeating
Western State Normal School, and the negative losing to Kalamazoo College. On
the 19th the teams met the Detroit College of Law in forum discussion, while on the
26th, in Michigan Debating League contests, the affirmative lost to Central State
Normal School, while the negative won from Hope College. The second-line teams
were made up as follows: Guy L. Baker, Joseph Wendt, and James E. Latture,
affirmative; and Francis E. Lord, Clarence J. Messner, and Herbert S. Hertzler,
negative. The affirmative team met Flint Junior College on the question of adopting
the proposed Child Labor amendment and lost, February 26th. On March 12th
they met teams from Central State Normal School in forum discussions at Elsie and
Corunna. The affirmative team is scheduled to meet Ferris Institute at Charlotte,
April 3oth, while the negative team will meet Ferris Institute at Big Rapids, April
28th, and Northern State Normal School at Marquette, April 30th. This concludes
the season of official college debates.
This narrative would not be complete without mentioning the honor forensic
society, now firmly established as an enthusiastic campus organization- Pi Kappa
Delta. The chapter now numbers ninety-three, with thirty-four members on the
campus. As a result of three years of economies of various sorts, it had over five
hundred dollars in its treasury in February. It then conceived the idea of a forensic
scholarship to encourage future public speakers, and set aside two hundred dollars
as the beginning of such a fund . It also sent the president, Willard M orris, and two
other delegates- Kirk Seaton and William Underwood- to the national convention
of the society at Estes Park, Colorado, March 29th-April 1st. The first two entered
the convention debating contest, and Mr. Underwood the extempore contest. The
annual initiation took place at the home of the patron, Professor McKay on April
7th, when seventeen students and one faculty member were initiated. Ex tensive
preparations are going forward for the sixth annual banquet to be held at the Huron
Hotel on May· 7th.
Awards to students in intercollege contests is now on a much more encouraging
basis, gifts from generous citizens of Ypsilanti making possible the distribution of
considerably more than two hundred dollars in prizes. Thus the present year has been
highly successful in the realm of platform activities.
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FOR THOSE YET TO BE
We moderns little appreciate how local life was in centuries past. Our range of
vision has been widened by all the accumulated knowledge of the race. . . . Civilizations arose and fell within circumscribed areas. The culture of Athens was possessed
by a people living within a territory little larger than a modern county. One city
gave to the world the foundations of modern law. Man's views of life were as restricted as was the little territory in which he lived. He could not comprehend the
size of his earth nor the vastness of his
universe. . . . .
But the twentieth century is beating
down the barriers to a broader view. . . .
Marvelous inventions and startling discoveries are making the world one vast
neighborhood. . . . Thus, for the first
time, man is not only seeing and realizing
the totality of things, but he is harnessing
the forces of the universe and making
them do his bidding.
This enlarging appreciation of the whole
of life is thrusting upon our attention
problems as far-reaching as our wider view
of life itself. . . . But among these problems, important as they are, is one so
fundamental to our happiness and prosperity that it includes all others. I refer
. . . . to the problem of life itself; more
Carl Forsyrhe
specifically, to the life that is being transmitted by the fathers and mothers of this generation to those of the next. . . .
This presents the paramount problem of the twentieth century.
Will you not be interested in some facts not new to students of the problem, which
seem to me important? Dr. Martin W. Barr, a prominent authority, not long ago
published a significant survey . He points out that in the state of Pennsylvania alone
there are some four thousand confined cases of insanity, feeblemindedness and epilepsy . . . . . Yet even this is not the alarming feature of his report . He states that
there are nearly four times as many insane, morally degenerate, and physically incapable at large as there are confined. . . . . In the state of Wisconsin there are more
people in her infirmaries, insane asylums, and prisons than in her state university.
. . . . Multiply these numbers by 48 and we readily realize the gigantic proportions
of this, the fundamental problem before the American people today.
Now let me illustrate the principle involved. In Missouri records furnish most
discomforting evidence. . . . . Now, an illustration from another field.
The
farmer appreciates this principle of transm ission and applies it to improve his farm
animals and grain. In the case of wheat it was attended with marv elous results.
Do you know the romantic story of Marquis wheat? In 1903 Prof. Saunders of
Toronto University crossed Red Fife with Hard Red Calcutta, thus blending the
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early ripening qualities of the one with the unusual baking and m illing properties
of the other, and producing one plant of superb wheat. This single sample under
his selective guidance has reproduced itself until today it constitutes 90 per cent of all
the wheat grown in Canada , and 6o per cent of that grown in the United States. It has
added millions to the wealth of both countries and is helping to feed a hungry world.
Thus are good as well as bad traits transmitted.
These are the conditions that constitute our problem. Dr. Albert E. Wiggam
forcibly states it when he says, "Our civilization if left t o itself will become selfdestructive. There is no secret about it. Farmers since Eden have been selecting their
best plants for parents. But in human society all is different ; we make every effort
to save the worst and let the best take care of themselves."
What is the way our? The story of Kallikak tells us. Marquis wheat tells us. W e
must select the best , or at least better stock, for parents. First , stop the stream of
degeneracy.
. But that is only part of our dut y. The findings of science and the
modern laboratory must be made the common knowledge of the layman. Youth
and maturity alike must be informed about these great truths of life. We m ust know
that there are fundamental laws of reproduction and that these laws apply with as
much precision and regularity as the laws of any physical science. We must learn that
grapes grow nor from thorns, nor figs from thistles, but that like produces like.
Marriage must be based on science and flooded w ith the new and higher romance of
race building through happy, well-born children. That is the ultimate solution of
our problem.

"As I watch the American nation," says D r. McDougall of Harvard , "speeding
gaily with inv incible optimism down che road to certai.n destruction, I seem to contemplate one of the saddest tragedies in the history of mankind. W e wonder whether
she has reached the crest of her power, to descend, at no distant day, down the long
slopes to dissolution.
. We know that the grandeur of Rome has long since
passed into the night. America falters , but it is not yet too late . No, we must believe
that her golden age still beckons to nobler achievement. We must heed the handwriting on the wall and carry on for a greater and grander civilization. Oh, America !
"Humanity with all its fears, with all its hopes of future years, is hanging breathless
on thy fate!" Upon our action depend the welfare, the destiny of unborn millions.
Shall we live for our day alone, or shall o ur vision penetrate the future and our work
make possible the abundant life, with health , happiness, promise for generations yet
to be? If I have any message tonight, it is to America's students. To you, and you,
and you, the world looks for answer. What shall our answer be?
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LEADERSHIP IN A DEMOCRACY
From its very beginning democracy has traditionally stood for the equality of man.
O ur forefathers fashioned the government upon this principle. It found expression
in our historic documents and in the utterances of our leaders. In the decades following
the establishment of the nation that equality has been interpreted to mean that all
men are equal , equal in physical possibilities, equal in intellect, equal in their social
outlook - in fact . equally endowed with all those qualities which tend to make a
perfect democracy.
But science, as in so many other fields,
has entered here rudely to thrust aside this
century-old assumption to which we have
so tenaciously clung, and to insist that
equality is for the most part an illusion . . . . .
An appreciation of the fact of inequalit y
cannot but produce a profound change in
our attitude toward democracy.
An
official report of the Surgeon General of the
United States Army states that out of the
1,7oo,ooo men given the Army Alpha
test, 4.%'% were rated as belonging to
class A. That is , only 43/z% possessed
very superior intelligence. Nine per cent
belonged to class B, or possessed superior
intelli_gence.
As the classification continued, it included the masses, and at the
bottom were listed 2S % as of inferior and
Ruth Thompson
even moronic intelligence.
What was
determined about this large group would
doubtless be true of the country as a whole. The group of men all important to us
is the smallest in this great mass. It consists of those few gifted individuals who hold
in their hands the power to control the destinies of nations. . . . . In America should
we ignore the contribution of a number of leaders so small as to be counted upon the
fingers how different our history would be! Washington, Henry, Webster, Lincoln,
Roosevelt, Wilson- to such men we owe the distinctive characteristics that make
Americanism today.
America's reliance in the future, as it has been in the past , must be upon her social,
her political, her industrial, her educational, and her religious pioneers, and her v ital
problem is to create the conditions which shall make such leadership ever possible.
. . . . What is the situation in the field of politics? Here, if anywhere, real talent
and initiative should be encouraged. D o we find here, as a rule, men who have pledged
themselves to the service of the public and who are w illing to sacrifice for the accomplishment of their ideals? . . . . Is it too much to say that the menace of
democracy lies in her inability to recognize her potential leaders? Men know that
character and idealism are held up to ridicule during political campaigns and often
through administrations. Therefore, many a man who might have proved an in-
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spired leader in the realm of ideals has turned his great talents into the sordid pursuit
of money.
Now how shall leadership be made a more vital, dominating force in our national
life? .
. The first essential for the encouragement of leadership is open mindedness.
. The man of open mind will not permit prejudice to close his thinking
to new proposals and new situations. He is always waiting for more information.
No fostering of leadership is possible without the open mind.
But to be open minded only is not enough. His must also be the informed mind.
Problems emerge from facts and right solutions depend on having facts. To recognize
a good idea he must know what a good idea is. To recognize a good man, as William
James says, he must know what a good man is. The greatest contribution any one
of us can make to democracy is to educate himself along these lines- not education
in the restricted sense of the word, training in high school and college-but rather
knowledge of world affairs, a broad outlook, and most important, an understanding
of his fellowmen.
And where shall our great task of making conditions favorable to the open and
informed mind be carried on? Must it not be among the masses, in the midst of the
almost countless communities which make up the nation's life? .
Here, we may give ourselves to our great opportunity . As teachers in the public
schools we can, like the quaint but scholarly old Domsie in that Scotch tale, " Beside
the Bonnie Brier Bush," make it our business to find " the lad o' pairts"- to make
knowledge popular, to develop initiative, to connect school with life.
. All
these are conducive to the making of the open minded and informed community.
We Americans have always been worshippers ar the shrine of commercialism. We
have gained for ourselves a reputation for making money. Is it not time we stopped
to ask: "Is this the most important achievement we can master?" My friends, the
worth of your town and mine consists not in the merchandise it has sold , nor the:
money it has saved. The real measure of its worth is the number of men of thought
and action it has produced and is going to produce. . . . Fellow students, the
world rightly looks to us as the aggressive force in shaping the community conditions
in which human worth grows. That is our task and privilege- the fostering of
leadership in a democracy.
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MEN'S DEBATING TEAMS
FIRST LINE AFFIRMATIVE TEAM

Garland H arrell

Willard Morris

Kirk Seacon

FIRST LINE NEGA TIYE TEAM

H arold W esd ake

H arry Meyering

William Underwood
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MEN'S DEBATING TEAMS
SECOND LINE AFFIRMATIVE TEAM

Guy L. Baker

James E . Laccure

Joseph Wende

SECOND LINE NEGATIVE TEAM

Francis E. Lord
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H erbert S. H ertzler

GIRLS' DEBATING TEAMS
AFFIRM ATIVE TEAM

Evelyn Coon ey

G race Bra vender

Ernesti ne Anderson

NEGATIVE TEAM

Gladys Lackie

Myrta Styckle

Alice Bradbury
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PI KAPPA DELTA
MICHIGAN EPSILON CHAPTER
"The Art of Persuasion, Beautiful and Just"
OFFICERS
Willard H. Morris, President
Reva L. Jarman, Vice-President

William Underwood, Secretary
Gladys V . Bayler, Treasurer

FACULTY MEMBERS
Professor Frederick B. McKay
Professor
Professor]. Stuart Lathers
Professor
Professor J. Milton Hover
Professor
Professor Arthur A. Metcalf
Professor
Professor Edwin J. Brown

Ernestine A. Anderson
Guy L. Baker
Gladys V . Bayler
Alice Bradbury
Grace Bravender
Evelyn Cooney
Carl W. Forsythe
Garland H. Harrell

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Herbert S. Hertzler
Reva L. Jarman
Gladys B. Lackie
James E. Latture
Frances E. Lord
Clarence J. Messner
Harry R. Meyering
Willard H. Morris

James R . Breaky
Horace Z . Wilber
Charles M . Elliott
Graeme O'Geran

Karl E. Scott
]. Kirk Seaton
Myrta L. Styckle
Ruth Thompson
William Underwood
Joseph J. Wendt
Harold Westlake

RESIDENT GRADUATE MEMBERS
PaulK. Ward
Edwin Stahl
Paul]. Misner
Donald M. Ross
Leon A. Wilber
"It shall be the purpose of this organization to stimulate progress in, and to promote the interests of, intercollegiate oratory, debate, and public speaking by encouraging a spirit of intercollegiate fellowship, of brotherly co-operation and interest ,
and by conferring upon deserving candidates a badge of distinction, proficiency, and
honor, varied and graduated according to achievement." Article II, The Constitution .
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